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Carrying Forward the Spirit of Historical Initiative and Advancing Education for Sustainable Development to the End
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Carrying Forward the Spirit of Historical Initiative and Advancing
Education for Sustainable Development to the End

Gendong Shi,Former Executive Director, National Working Committee of UNESCO's China Project on Education for Sustainable
Development

Amid the surging currents of history, Zigen has stood like a
great tree deeply rooted in the fertile soil of rural communities.
With resilience, conviction, and wisdom, it has quietly nurtured
the development of rural education in China for decades. From
the passionate aspirations of youth to tireless dedication to rural
revitalization; from pioneering explorations in ecological civilization
to the intergenerational transmission of a sustainable future—
Zigen has embodied a strong spirit of historical initiative, leaving a
distinctive and far-reaching imprint on education in our time. Today,
as "sustainable development" has become a shared global imperative,
itis of profound significance to systematically review and carry
forward this invaluable spirit of historical initiative and to propel Zigen's epic practice of education for sustainable development
(ESD) toward an even deeper and broader future.

The Profound Connotation of Zigen's Spirit of Historical Initiative:An Epic of Perseverance in Rural Education

Zigen's spirit of historical initiative is not an abstract concept; it is a living ethos embedded in action—a form of practical
wisdom forged in response to the challenges of each era. In the early years of China's reform and opening-up, amid social
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transformation and renewal, a group of overseas Chinese led by Yang Guiping went deep into some of China's poorest rural
areas. What began as book donations and scholarships evolved into literacy classes and school renovations, and eventually into
systematic efforts to promote rural educational development. In times of material scarcity, they carried books on their shoulders
and by hand, bringing sparks of knowledge to remote mountain villages. This was not merely an educational undertaking; it was
a conscious expression of patriotism and social responsibility by a new generation.

Zigen recognized early on that education does not exist in isolation; it is intrinsically linked to rural development. Thus, it
advanced the concept of "education promoting rural development," positioning schools as engines of rural revitalization. From
supporting girls' enrollment and breaking gender barriers, to funding teacher training and improving teaching quality; from
establishing campus agricultural practice bases to promoting the preservation of local culture and community engagement—
education was endowed with broader social meaning.

As global ecological crises intensified, Zigen once again demonstrated forward-looking historical initiative by integrating the
concept of ecological civilization into rural education. Schools were encouraged to build ecological gardens, rainwater collection
systems, and waste-sorting stations, making environmental knowledge visible and tangible. A series of ESD curricula and low-
carbon initiatives were developed so that schools could influence families and families, in turn, could influence communities.
On this foundation, Zigen further explored an urban-rural ESD model characterized by localization, practice orientation,
and community participation. This model not only responded to international ESD theory but also represented a creative
contribution rooted in China's rural soil.

Through publishing research reports, organizing domestic and international seminars, and engaging in policy advocacy,
Zigen proactively brought China's rural experience to the global stage, offering soil-rooted solutions from the East to global
ESD efforts and enhancing the voice of Chinese civil society in international discourse. At the same time, Zigen ensured
intergenerational continuity by building a team of experts spanning senior, mid-career, and young professionals, laying a solid
foundation for sustainable growth.

Advancing Education for Sustainable Development to the End:Opening New Horizons Through Historical Initiative

At a new historical juncture, Zigen’ s more than thirty years of experience urgently require systematic consolidation,
theoretical refinement, and broader dissemination. Conceptually, Zigen has gradually formed a relatively comprehensive ESD
framework. At its core is education that promotes harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature; its value logic centers
on intergenerational equity and social justice; its operational mechanism builds a collaborative governance structure linking
schools, families, and communities; its pedagogical model emphasizes interdisciplinary integration, experiential learning, and
critical thinking; and its evaluation system highlights process-oriented, developmental, and multi-stakeholder participation,
moving beyond traditional outcome-based assessment.

In practice, Zigen has integrated local culture into curricula, promoting a model in which “the living environment becomes
the learning environment.” Students engage with their hometowns, ecological systems, and social issues through authentic
contexts, while green campus governance transforms schools into living laboratories of sustainability. Over the past decade,
Zigen has supported nearly 200 Green Eco-Schools, systematically embedding ESD principles into rural nine-year compulsory
education, and piloting initiatives in vocational and adult education—gradually forming a distinctly rural Chinese pathway for
ESD practice.

Looking ahead, deepening and expanding ESD requires systemic advancement. First, the network of Green Eco-Schools
should be expanded to thousands of model institutions, while normal universities incorporate ESD into core curricula to equip
future teachers with sustainability competencies from the outset. Teacher professional communities should be strengthened
through blended online-offline platforms and modular, practice-oriented training programs covering ESD foundations, project-
based learning design, and sustainable campus management. ESD competencies and achievements should be incorporated into
teacher and principal evaluation and promotion systems to create institutional incentives.

At the level of social practice, a progressive, age-appropriate participation system should be established: university students
conducting rural tourism resource surveys and planning; high school students maintaining community gardens; middle school
students monitoring local river water quality and promoting environmental awareness; primary school students managing
campus waste sortingand “Clean Plate” campaigns. In this way, sustainability becomes a lifelong practice embedded
throughout growth.

Innovative platforms such as “Beautiful China - Youth Sustainable Action” should be developed, supported by special
funds, exchange forums, and media dissemination of exemplary youth initiatives. As hundreds of thousands—even millions—
of young people integrate their passion and professional skills into building a Beautiful China, and as green footprints spread
across villages and cities alike, the future of sustainable development will draw ever closer.

By 2030, the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development will face historical evaluation. Advancing ESD to the
end is both a major challenge and a historic responsibility for educators. Zigen’ s spirit of historical initiative is a precious legacy
across time. It reminds us that only by proactively grasping the pulse of the era, responding to social needs, and embracing
innovation can we open new horizons amid historical tides. This is a great undertaking requiring the joint participation of the
state, society, schools, families, and individuals. When the principles of sustainable development take deep root in every school
and every heart, we will be worthy of history and accountable to the future.
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Zigen Supports Southwest University Scholarship and Student Innovation Research
Exchange on Sustainable Development of Rural Aesthetic Education [ Gang Huang
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To encourage university students to actively engage in rural education
public service, promote the spirit of volunteerism, and inspire enthusiasm
for innovative research, the Fifth Zigen-Southwest University Public Service
Scholarship Awards Ceremony and Exchange Conference on University
Student Innovation Research Projects for the Sustainable Development of
Rural Aesthetic Education was grandly held on the afternoon of December
11th, 2025, in Room 518 of the Tian Jiabing Faculty of Education.

Professor Zhao Xin, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Education, expressed
sincere gratitude to Zigen and extended congratulations to the award
recipients. Using the phrases “the power of taking root,”  “the vibrant
colors of aesthetic education,” and “the warmth of innovation,” Professor
Zhao encouraged students to deeply understand the meaning of “Zigen.”
He urged them notonly to “take root” butalsoto “nurtureroots” ineducation,to help “make rural communities visible”
through aesthetic education, and to value human connection in practice—so as to truly become seeds for the future of rural
education.

Student Yan Jing, a 2024 undergraduate majoring in Educational Technology and representative of the award recipients,
delivered a heartfelt speech expressing gratitude for the support and sharing her profound experiences in volunteer service.
Student Zhao Rugqi, a 2023 undergraduate majoring in Education and president of the Agricultural Culture Education Innovation
Society, reported on the winter and summer social practice projects carried out with funding from Zigen. She presented substantial
practical experiences and rich exploratory achievements resulting from the project.
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Home Visits to Financial Aid Recipients in Yulong County, Yunnan Province
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In November 2025, Huang Gang, a staff member of Zigen's Yunnan Project,
conducted home visits to several students receiving Zigen financial aids in Runan
Village Committee of Ta'an Township. The visits were carried out through random
selection and were accompanied by Teacher Yuchun Li from Ta'an Township
Central Primary School.

Ta'an Township is located in the southwestern part of Yulong Naxi -
Autonomous County and is predominantly inhabited by the Naxi ethnic group. EE4A, *%%EF%Umiiﬁiﬁiéﬁéﬁﬁﬁb?E%E,
Traditional Naxi Dongba culture, local customs, and Naxi music and dance have TREEREBR
been well preserved there, retaining a particularly ancient and authentic character. 1N October, Mrs. Guiping Yang visited the families of

. 1 L . students in Yulong Tai'an County

Teacher Yuchun Li Yuchun previously served as principal of Runan Primary
School under the Runan Village Committee in Ta'an Township. According to teacher Li, the financial aid program is implemented
through special meetings of grade-level directors and homeroom teachers to determine recommended students from Runan
Village Committee who demonstrate both academic excellence and good character. Eligible students include orphans, de facto

pr—

orphans, children from single-parent families due to illness, unforeseen circumstances, or divorce, families with multiple children
in school, households with members suffering from major disabilities or serious illnesses, as well as students from formerly
registered impoverished households ( “registered poverty households” ) or marginal families facing economic hardship.

During the class-level recommendation and school-wide public announcement process, the selection of financial aid recipients
proceeded smoothly, with no complaints or objections received.

When speaking about Zigen's financial aid support, teacher Li became visibly emotional. He welcomed me at the school
gate, warmly grasped my hand, and said, “We are deeply grateful to Zigen for overcoming various difficulties over the years and
prioritizing financial support for children from relatively more disadvantaged marginal families in our high-altitude, remote, and
economically challenged ethnic township. This has provided essential and powerful support for the school's efforts to prevent
dropouts and ensure school attendance. For the students who receive assistance, the support goes far beyond financial aid. More
importantly, it represents recognition and encouragement of their perseverance in overcoming hardships, their commitment to
continuing their education, and their determination to strive for a better future.”
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Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers Training Program
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In 2025, Zigen's Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers Training Program was successfully implemented in several
regions, guided by the core concept of Human-centered sustainable development, promoting Green Ecological Civilization
education to take root in schools.

Hainan Province - Baoting Li and Miao Autonomous County

On September 12th, 2025, the Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers
Training Program officially launched at Xinzheng Town Central School in Baoting Li
and Miao Autonomous County.

Six key staff members responsible for county-wide teacher training from the
Education Research and Training Center of the Baoting Education Bureau, along with
44 frontline teachers from Xinzheng Town Central School, Maowen Primary School,
Baoshi Primary School, Shirang Primary School, and Maopeng Primary School, { _;‘(
participated in the three-day thematic training. - B

The training was systematically organized around eight major topics: Human-centered sustainable development and
Education for Sustainable Development; Student-centered teaching philosophy and practice; Cooperation among schools,
families, and villages; Local Culture preservation and innovation into the classroom teaching; Gender education; Environmental
education; Green Eco School development; Green Eco School practical actions, lesson planning, and classroom implementation.

The program adopted Participatory and Interactive Teaching methods, incorporating group discussions, case sharing, and
scenario simulations to guide teachers in transforming idea into classroom action.

Participating teachers widely acknowledged that the first six modules significantly broadened rural educators'professional
vision. The combination of thematic lectures and participatory learning created an engaging atmosphere that fostered both insight
and growth.

Teachers expressed their commitment to flexibly applying what they had learned in daily classroom teaching and activity-
based courses, enhancing both engagement and inspiration to make lessons truly appealing to students.

The final two modules—Green Eco School development and Green Eco School practical implementation and lesson design—
were highly practice-oriented. They helped schools integrate idea into overall planning, campus management, and classroom
design, forming a complete action cycle from preparation and implementation to reflection and extension.

Zhejiang Province - Fenghua District, Ningbo City

From September 24th to September 26th, 2025, under the joint efforts of
China Zigen Association for Rural Education and Development, the Fenghua District
People's Education Foundation, and Fenghua Industry, Trade and Tourism School,
the themed teacher training program was successfully conducted. More than 40
backbone teachers from various regions participated.

The course design was concise and systematic, balancing theory and practice,
and introducing new idea and methodologies for Sustainable Development
education.

The opening session, "Coordinated Empowerment of Vocational and Adult Education for Youth Sustainable Innovation and
Entrepreneurship,” was delivered by Zigen trainer teacher Jiachen Hu. The session explored pathways for collaboration between
vocational and adult education and emphasized cultivating youth competencies in Sustainable development and innovation.

Subsequently, under the guidance of trainers Yang Gao and Lihong Luo, participants engaged in group-building activities to
establish a learning community. During the afternoon workshop on Environmental Education and Teaching Practice, Luo Lihong
guided teachers in integrating environmental education into subject teaching and school-based practice, strengthening students'
ecological awareness and action capacity.

Dr. Jialing Han, researcher at the Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, delivered a lecture titled "Local Culture and Education,"
encouraging teachers to explore, preserve, and revitalize local cultural resources so that Local Culture becomes a living
educational resource that nurtures students' sense of belonging and cultural continuity.




10 | Zigen Fund

Hebei Province - Fengning Manchu Autonomous County SMAHL. . B A

From October 17th to October 19th, 2025, the training program was held at ; :
Fengning No. 4 Primary School, with more than 100 teachers participating, injecting
new momentum into the development of Green Eco Schools.

A notable highlight was the large-scale participation of teachers from the
Fengning Special Education Center, formerly established in 1991 as Fengning School
for the Deaf and Mute—one of the earliest county-level special education schools in
Chengde. The center currently serves 82 students across seven classes with 31 staff members, the majority of students being from
ethnic minority backgrounds.

The training invited three ecological civilization education trainers from China Zigen Mrs.Lihong Luo, MrYongsheng Yang,
and Mrs. Jing Huang—and adopted a model of "thematic lectures + group building + evaluation and feedback" to ensure deep
integration of theory and reflection.

Teachers engaged in active discussions grounded in their school contexts. Groups proposed initiatives such as: Conducting
agricultural experience courses using nearby farmland to integrate ecological protection into practice; Collecting local legends
and compiling school-based reading materials Developing systematic improvement plans spanning curriculum design, campus
environment creation, and school-family-community collaboration

During the showcase session, lively exchanges of ideas led to a shared understanding: The path toward Green Eco School
development and the implementation of ecological civilization is not abstract—it lies in everyday campus actions and real-life
experiences that plant seeds of love and responsibility for nature in children's hearts.

Shanghai - Chongming District

On November 9th, 2025, a Green Eco School development teacher training was
successfully held, organized by Zigen, hosted by the Chongming District Institute of
Education, and co-organized by Chongming Experimental Middle School.

Mr.Chunfei Guo, Deputy Director of the Institute, elaborated on the
importance of Education for Sustainable Development in light of Chongming's
ecological education development and curriculum reform. He encouraged teachers
to translate learning outcomes into concrete actions that advance ecological
civilization in schools and cultivate ecologically responsible youth.

The training centered on the four pillars of Sustainable development—economic vitality, environmental responsibility, social
equity, and cultural diversity—emphasizing integration of theory and practice.

Key modules included: Green Eco School development; Education for Sustainable Development—Empowering Teachers to
Cultivate Future Citizens; Environmental Education and Teaching Practice; Local Culture and Education; Gender Education and
Equality; Building a School-Family-Community Collaborative System; Student-centered Teaching; Preserving Local Roots and
Nurturing Green Youth; Anchoring in Real-life Contexts to Build Interdisciplinary Learning Courses. The training was thematically
clear and practically grounded, providing a structured pathway and actionable direction for advancing Green Eco School
development.
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Reflections from Teachers Participating in the Training

A Transformation in Educational Philosophy: From "Leaving the Land" to "Rooted in the Land" In the past, education
often guided students to aspire toward the outside world while neglecting understanding of their own hometowns. This
training helped us realize that true quality education should be rooted in local culture. Children should first come to know
and love their own hometowns, thereby developing cultural confidence and a strong sense of belonging.

In my future teaching, | will no longer confine myself to textbooks. Instead, | will integrate local landscapes, history, and
folk traditions into lesson design. For example: Chinese Language Class: Guide students to collect and compile local folktales
and proverbs. Science / Labor & Skills Class: Lead students to observe local plants, learn traditional agricultural wisdom, and
even cultivate a small vegetable garden. Art / Music Class: Teach paper-cutting and clay sculpture, and learn to sing local folk
songs.

| will adopt more dynamic and participatory teaching methods inspired by the training. | plan to move the classroom
outdoors and into the community, inviting local artisans and elders to share stories of our hometown so that teaching
becomes closely connected to real life. Most importantly, | will consciously nurture students' emotional connection to their
roots. | want them to understand that their hometown culture is precious, and that learning about and contributing to their
hometown is meaningful and worthwhile.

— Xiaofang Jin

This training has also deepened my understanding of the responsibilities of educators. Sustainable development is not
the responsibility of a few individuals; it requires the participation of the whole society. Teachers serve as the bridge between
knowledge and action. In the future, | will integrate environmental education into my daily teaching. In science classes, we
will analyze ecosystem balance; in Chinese language classes, students will write essays on environmental themes; in art
classes, they will create works using recycled materials. In this way, the concept of sustainable development will permeate
every aspect of teaching.

At the same time, | will encourage more colleagues to participate by sharing practical experiences through teaching
and research activities, working together to build an atmosphere of environmental education characterized by "whole-
staff participation and whole-process integration." This training was not only an update of knowledge, but also a reshaping
of educational philosophy. | will carry these insights into my teaching practice, guiding students to become environmental
stewards who can both safeguard the present and create the future, and contribute educational strength to the harmonious
coexistence between humanity and nature.

— Yunqgi Xu

What moved me most was the "crisis of local culture" mentioned in the training materials. A survey conducted
in Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County of Hebei Province showed that most Manchu teachers and students do not
understand their own ethnic language or festivals, and that almost no one can write Manchu script. Is this not also true in
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Fengning Manchu Autonomous County? How many teachers still mention "Manchu script" or "Manchu language"?

We are not only transmitters of knowledge, but also guardians of local culture. In future classes, | can guide students to
investigate historic buildings in their hometown and record folktales told by elders. Through engaging with their local culture,
students can develop a sense of cultural belonging. Going forward, | will explore local culture from different perspectives and
plant the "roots" of our homeland into the classroom, helping students grow into a new generation with cultural confidence
and a strong sense of responsibility by understanding and loving their hometown.

— Hongwei Zhang

Today's training gave me a deeper understanding of environmental education and made me realize that its core in
primary education is to remain grounded and practical. The examples mentioned in the training, such as "Beautifying the
Small River in Our Hometown"and "Learning Waste Sorting to Support Civilized Villages and Schools," were particularly
inspiring.

Most students in my class come from rural areas. | plan to launch a "Class Environmental Detective" activity next week.
Students will work in groups to observe the local environment—for example, whether there is garbage in the river at the
village entrance, whether plastic mulch is scattered along field ridges, and whether faucets on campus are leaking. They will
record their findings through drawings or simple written notes and then discuss together: "What can we do?" This kind of
practice, starting from children's own perspectives, not only cultivates their observation skills but also allows environmental

awareness to take root naturally.
— Zhimiao Zhang

2025 AEFEAITRE IR H B S TR A S IS S E AL RO

Important Partners Exchange & Training Event for the 2025 Teacher Training Program
Held in Beijing
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On November 29th, the Important Partners Exchange
and Training Event for the 2025 Zigen Rural Teacher Training
Program was held in Beijing.

More than 30 participants attended the event, including
representatives from education administrative and
professional supervisory departments, principals of schools
implementing the “Green Eco School” project, and frontline
teacher representatives from Chongming District of Shanghai,
Fenghua District of Ningbo City in Zhejiang Province, Songtao
Miao Autonomous County in Guizhou Province, Qinglong
Manchu Autonomous County in Hebei Province, Fengning
Manchu Autonomous County in Hebei Province, Baoting Li and
Miao Autonomous County in Hainan Province, and Yulong Naxi
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Autonomous County in Yunnan Province. Invited project experts, professors, and several donor representatives also participated in
the exchange and training activities.

The purpose of this exchange and training event was to further strengthen understanding of the importance and urgency
of promoting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in rural areas. It aimed to systematically enhance participants’
awareness of the rural sustainable development education project framework, long-term and specific objectives, project
outcomes, and impact evaluation.

The event also reviewed and analyzed the current progress and challenges in mainstreaming ecological civilization and
sustainable development education, including integrating these concepts into teacher training and practice, incorporating
them into curriculum and student activities, and leveraging Green Eco Schools as pilot and demonstration models. In addition,
participants engaged in targeted discussions on the key priorities, implementation plans, potential challenges, and corresponding
solutions for upgrading county-level teacher training and advancing the transformation of the Green Eco School initiative.

@ FBESEBFER Green Eco School

IFIEHE Environmental Protection
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Exploring the Ocean Park, Protecting Our Living Planet — Xianghua Primary School
Conducts a Biodiversity-Themed Ecological Education Field Trip

mfL/NEIE I M2 ESAE R

NEAZENBAMFING, EBRIPEVSHTESEFFRNFEER.
10 B 21 B, mivFHERFEE LEBEBF BEARU “BMEFAE - TP
EMRE" AEFNESHEHSKEER,

AN, BFNERSASEMNES TEFSNT S EHRE. O
“WHEIKEHE" PAMMIRSERIKE, RIMLEFESNESESMS; B
REHSIE" BRI RIS IREFNIN R ERREERR, ME kit
RIE” 0 “BERMWIE" B, JLRENER. ERIREREIUAKESIEFRIEA
BiSS, #—THETEFAINRMSREEMRIANR, RUTHEKENZH
MERYINA,

TR ZLBRE—ETENTRANEYZSHEESHER. EHIRTIRE
BUBSR, LEFIS UM ZIASRE, 27X MEEEMNRS R, &
WIRGER, BHFIAUERT IR, wETHEF, ERZIMREIMIKIFREE
BHANKE. RIFEMSEE. SPESTERES— P ABRAEBNREE. &
FNoHRR, BMEBME, $MEF5EANTIRE,

X /B EEmREKmEENFE

To spark students’ interest in natural science and strengthen their sense of responsibility for protecting biodiversity and the
marine environment, on October 21st, Xianghua Primary School organized a field-based ecological education activity at Shanghai
Haichang Ocean Park under the theme “Exploring the Ocean Park - Protecting Our Living Planet.”

During the visit, students toured several themed exhibition halls in an orderly manner under the guidance of instructors
and teachers. In the enchanting “Coral and Jellyfish Pavilion,” the vibrant corals and gently drifting jellyfish showcased both
the diversity and fragility of marine ecosystems. In the “Antarctic Penguin Pavilion,” the charming penguins drew continuous
expressions of amazement from the children as they learned about life in polar regions. Meanwhile, in the “Arctic Iceberg
Pavilion” andthe “Marine Mammal Discovery Pavilion,” the majesty of polar bears, the agility of Arctic wolves, and the leisurely
presence of seals and manatees further broadened the students’ understanding of polar and deep-sea species, deepening their
awareness of global biodiversity.
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This field trip was an immersive, “walking classroom” on biodiversity and ecological education. It broke the boundaries of
traditional classroom learning, allowing students to observe and experience ecosystems ranging from the Arctic and Antarctic to
tropical coral reefs in a comprehensive and close-up way. Through this activity, students not only expanded their knowledge and
broadened their horizons, but also gained a deeper understanding that the Earth is a shared home for all living beings. Protecting
biodiversity and maintaining ecological balance are responsibilities that everyone must shoulder. Many students expressed their
determination to start with themselves and become guardians of the ocean and the natural world.

Text/Photos: Xianghua Primary School, Chongming District, Shanghai
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Sowing the Seeds of Ecology in Children’ s Hearts
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In August, | had the privilege of participating in the Zigen Rural Primary and
Secondary School “Ecological Civilization Education” Science Outreach Training
Program. This training provided us with an in-depth learning journey focused on
the practice of ecological civilization education. Rich in content and innovative in
format, it brought tremendous gains to us rural teachers who took part. After returning from the training, the words “ecological
civilization” truly took root in my heart.

We began moving our classroom beyond the walls. Standing by the old locust tree on campus, | asked the students to wrap
their arms around its trunk and listen to the sound of the wind rustling through the leaves. “Trees take in bad air and give out
good air. They are nature’ s cleaners, so we should plant more trees,” |told them. Perhaps rural children cannot yet articulate
big terms like “sustainable development,” but they understand not to pick flowers or trample seedlings. They know to save a
sheet of paper and a drop of water. One afternoon after school, a child pointed to the glowing sunset and said, “Teacher, the sky
has washed its face—it looks so beautiful.” Inthat moment, | realized that what | had planted was not merely seeds of knowledge,
but awakening—an awakening of their most instinctive and profound love for the land beneath their feet.

When caring for the environment becomes an instinct, something that feels like “our own family’ s responsibility,”
ecological civilization will no longer be a phrase in a textbook. Instead, it will become the enduring foundation of their future lives,
a background color that never fades.

Shuaigian Wang, Jingning County, Gansu Province

%132 {k#i8E Local Culture enters the Classroom
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“Children’ s Voices Carry Craftsmanship, Stories in Bloom”  — Cultural Heritage
Storytelling Competition at Sanbozi Central Primary School
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A sheet of red paper can be cut into flowers, birds, insects, and fish—yet
it cannot fully express the artisan’ s devotion. A piece of blue cloth can be
dyed into cloud patterns and flowing waves—yet it cannot exhaust the depth
of years gone by. A single thread can embroider dragons and phoenixes in
auspicious harmony—yet it cannot sever the roots of culture.

On the afternoon of October 28th, the playground of Sanbozi Central
Primary School came alive as the Cultural Heritage Storytelling Competition,
themed “Children’ sVoices Carry Craftsmanship, Stories in Bloom,”
quietly unfolded. It was a celebration of inheritance—one that ignited the
passion of the children. There was no contest of ornate rhetoric, only heartfelt storytelling behind traditional crafts; no distant
cultural preaching, only a warm connection between children and their local heritage. Through their youthful voices, we hoped to
bring to life the stories of bamboo weaving, paper-cutting, and clay sculpture.

As the competition began, students took the stage one by one, sharing stories centered on “Intangible Cultural Heritage
Behind Old Objects.” Their narratives were vivid and concrete. Through time-honored items carrying historical memory—such
as traditional handicrafts and folk utensils—they wove intangible cultural heritage into everyday life, highlighting both the unique
value of these crafts and the significance of their preservation and transmission.

May the children carry forward this passion, telling the stories of old objects ever more widely and brightly, passing on the
flame of intangible cultural heritage so it shines ever stronger. May the fragrance of culture drift beyond the morning light of the
campus, flow into the long river of time, and remain forever vibrant and warm.

Text/Photos: Sanbozi Central Primary School, Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County, Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province
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Guizhou Nuo Culture Museum Visits Panxin Ethnic Primary
School in Songtao JZIEAR} Zhengzhou Long
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On June 24th, the Guizhou Nuo Culture Museum joined hands with Panxin Ethnic Primary School in Songtao Miao
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Autonomous County to launch a series of activities under the theme “Passing on the Rhythm of Nuo, Inspiring Minds through
Archaeology.” More than 1,500 teachers and students from the school immersed themselves in the rich charm of Guizhou’ s Nuo
culture and archaeological heritage.

At the beginning of the event, Yang Zhenggiang, Director of the Public Education Department of the Guizhou Nuo Culture
Museum, vividly introduced the origins, historical development, and core connotations of Nuo culture. He offered in-depth
interpretations of cultural relics in the museum’ s collection—such as Nuo masks and Nuo ritual paintings—highlighting their
artistic value and cultural significance. His presentation enabled students to gain a comprehensive understanding of the important
role Nuo culture plays within the broader system of cultural heritage.

This was followed by displays of Nuo ritual instruments and a series of classic Nuo opera and performance pieces, including

“Walking Through Fire,”  “Immortal Joining the Bamboo,” “Moving the Mountain,” “Eating Burning Charcoal,” and “Lifting
Rice with a Scale Beam.” The extraordinary performances drew continuous amazement from teachers and students alike.

Next came the “Archaeology Mystery Box” hands-on experience. Students transformed into  “young archaeologists,”
excavating and cleaning simulated “unearthed artifacts” in a mock archaeological setting. As they searched for hidden “relic
treasures,” they experienced both the excitement and challenges of archaeological work, strengthening their awareness of the
importance of protecting archaeological cultural heritage.

Through these diverse and engaging activities, teachers and students of Panxin Ethnic Primary School not only appreciated
the unique appeal of Guizhou’ s Nuo culture and archaeological heritage, but also planted seeds of cultural heritage preservation
in the hearts of young people. The event effectively promoted cultural transmission and social education, injecting fresh vitality
into the protection and development of cultural heritage.

FHENEE Labor Education

Doy rputvhvg R, SRERRSE” G ahale
Maquanzi Central Primary School “Joyful Harvest, Delight in Autumn’ s Bounty”
Thematic Activity Report
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In golden October, Maquanzi Primary School welcomed its 2025 Autumn
thematic activity, “Joyful Harvest, Delightin Autumn’ s Bounty.” Students entered the Vegetable Garden and Orchard,
personally harvesting fruits and vegetables, listening to the stories of crops, and preserving the colors of autumn through painting
and creative handcrafts. Amid laughter and joy, they shared the happiness of harvest. This was not only a journey of getting close
to nature and experiencing labor firsthand, but also a vivid lesson in agricultural culture, helping children learn about harmonious
coexistence between humanity and nature through the experience of harvest.

Under the guidance of their teachers, students from different grade levels worked collaboratively to harvest various crops.
They observed and identified crop characteristics while learning about growth cycles and nutritional value. Sixth-grade students
also participated in making candied hawthorn skewers, experiencing the complete process from field harvesting to food
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preparation. In the handicraft creation area, students used clay, grains, and
recycled cardboard to create harvest-themed artwork. Outstanding works
were selected for display on campus.

Through this activity, students engaged closely with crops and gained
a direct understanding of agricultural traditions. Their hands-on abilities
and teamwork skills were strengthened through practical experience.
The event allowed children to experience the joy of harvest through
labor, deepen friendships through play, and build confidence through
presentation. It further fostered awareness of cherishing food and valuing
hard work. Our school will continue to carry out such experiential activities, promoting the implementation of Education for
Sustainable Development through nature-based and labor-centered learning.

Text/Photos: Maquanzi Central Primary School, Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County, Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province

T 8015 SARZE RGBSk

Green Eco School Development through the Integration of Labor and Arts Education
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In Yulong Naxi Autonomous County, there is a fully boarding complete primary school—Ta’ an Township Central Primary
School. Since its establishment, the school has placed strong emphasis on labor education and arts education. This educational
philosophy has not only enriched students’ campus life, but also subtly cultivated perseverance and resilience in their character.
Taking into account the local high-altitude and cold climate, Zigen, together with caring donors, funded the construction
of a total of 506 square meters of vegetable greenhouses as a labor education base for the school. Each class in the middle and
upper grades is responsible for managing one greenhouse. Homeroom and subject teachers use labor classes to guide students in

plowing, fertilizing, sowing, watering, and daily management. According to seasonal changes, various fresh vegetables are planted
throughout the year. After harvest, the produce is supplied to the school cafeteria on a rotating basis.

At the same time, the school actively explores and preserves Naxi ethnic culture. As part of its after-school services, it offers a
variety of interest groups, including soccer and calligraphy. Among them, Leba Dance has become a highlight of the school’ s arts
education program. The school has not only hired professional Leba Dance instructors but also invited recognized folk inheritors
of the dance to provide authentic instruction. The school’ s Leba Dance troupe has represented Ta’ an Township in multiple
performances in urban areas, earning widespread praise from the community. Leba Dance has enriched students’ after-school
life and become a distinctive cultural symbol of the school, while quietly fostering cultural confidence and ethnic pride among
students.Text/Photos: Maquanzi Central Primary School, Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County, Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province

Contributed by Ta’ an Township Central Primary School, Yulong Naxi Autonomous County, Lijiang City, Yunnan Province
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“Parents and Children Gathering Wheat Ears, Understanding the Value of Grain” —
A Comprehensive Practical Activity
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To encourage students to connect with nature, experience the hardships
of labor, and cultivate awareness of cherishing food, our school organized a
weekend practical activity in which primary school students gathered leftover
wheat ears at home. The event received strong support from parents, and
students participated enthusiastically, gaining meaningful experiences.

During the activity, accompanied by their parents, students carried bags
and bent over in the wheat fields, carefully picking up scattered wheat ears.
Some parents took this opportunity to explain the entire process of wheat
cultivation—from sowing and growth to harvest—helping children gain a more
comprehensive understanding of crops.

The activity achieved significant results. Students personally experienced
the difficulty of farm work, leading to a noticeable increase in their awareness of valuing food. They learned how to identify and
gather wheat ears, strengthening their hands-on and practical skills. Home-school interaction was also enhanced. More importantly,
seeds of respect for labor and ecological farming were planted in students’ hearts. Many students began voluntarily taking on
household chores after returning home, truly putting into practice the principles of cherishing food and preventing waste.

Contributed by Dongguan Primary School, Pucheng Town, Fan County, Puyang City, Henan Province
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Promoting Sustainable Development and Rural Revitalization through Lifelong
Learning — 2025 Sustainable Development Talent Training for Rural Revitalization
Held in Beijing
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From December 2nd to 4th, the Sustainable Development Talent
Training for Rural Revitalization was held at Beijing Normal University.
The event was jointly organized by the China Adult Education Association,
China Zigen, and the UNESCO International Research and Training Centre
for Rural Education. Nearly 50 rural leaders and practitioners engaged in
rural adult education from 10 provinces participated in the training.

The program featured lectures by several distinguished experts,
including Guiping Yang, Chief Expert of China Zigen, and Professor Qizhen
Zhu of China Agricultural University. Key topics included people-centered
sustainable development and rural revitalization, rural environmental
issues and protection, inheritance, innovation, and promotion of local
culture, integrated development of rural economies, building lifelong
learning-oriented villages through the popularization of adult education,
and addressing the needs and participation of different rural groups.

The training adopted a participatory teaching model, encouraging
participants to integrate their own practical experiences into discussions
and exchanges. The program aimed to equip attendees with relevant
knowledge and skills while enhancing their critical thinking and problem-
solving capacities.

Participants noted that the training content was systematic and
closely aligned with rural realities, balancing theory with practice and providing strong guidance for advancing rural revitalization.
Through exchanges, they shared local experiences and challenges and received targeted advice from experts. The training
deepened participants’ understanding of the role and significance of lifelong learning in promoting sustainable development
within rural revitalization. More importantly, it reinforced the understanding that rural revitalization is not achieved overnight nor
by a single actor, but requires collaborative efforts among governments, vocational schools, villagers, and all sectors of society.
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Progress of Ecological Forest Planting by Pucui Cooperative in Zhaotong, Yunnan
Province
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With the support of Zigen’ s Green Eco Village Project, the Pucui Planting Farmers’ Cooperative in Zhaotong City, Yunnan
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Pre-planting mobilization ~ participating farmerssign  Staff inspect seedlings Cedarin planting testing Cypress in planting testing
and training off on their work

Province, successfully implemented its ecological forest planting initiative in the second half of 2025. A total of 22,000 trees were
planted, alongside mobilization meetings, technical training sessions, inspections, and subsidy distribution.

The project sites included Yanjiao Village in Beizha Town (Zhaoyang District), Xingiao Village in Qinggangling Township, and
Chelu Village in Dashanbao Town. Prior to implementation, the cooperative collaborated with local village committees to hold
mobilization meetings, introduce project objectives, and provide tree-planting technical training, building consensus among
farmers and encouraging active participation.

From August 10th to 25th, villagers took part in planting activities, cultivating approximately 22,000 trees of about 16 locally
suitable species. The initiative effectively increased vegetation coverage, strengthened villagers’ environmental awareness and
cooperation, and contributed to local biodiversity enhancement.

To ensure planting effectiveness, from August 26th to September 5th, the cooperative worked with village representatives to
conduct inspection and evaluation visits, verifying seedling quantities and growth conditions. A total of 22,045 trees were planted,
with 21,487 confirmed during inspection. The loss rate was controlled within 3% (within the normal range). The initial planting
phase has now been completed, and follow-up survival rate assessments are being prepared.
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Building Lifelong Learning-Oriented Sustainable Villages — Piloting Villagers’
Learning Centers and Advancing Green Eco Villages 157 Jian Yang
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Since 2021, Zigen has continuously supported the establishment of Villagers’ Learning Centers in Zhangdian Village
(Xinzhou District, Wuhan, Hubei) and Dasendian Village (Qinglong, Hebei). Through pilot learning centers, the formation of diverse
villagers’ study groups, the compilation of localized teaching materials, and the development of general education curricula,
Zigen has created regular and diversified learning opportunities for villagers. Special attention has been given to women, the



elderly, and youth, providing sustainable
development knowledge and skills closely
connected to daily production and life,
thereby helping rural revitalization concepts
take root at the grassroots level.

Since 2024, Zigen in collaboration with
local adult education departments and
village committees, has formally established
the Dasendian Villagers’ Learning Center
in Gehetou Town and further strengthened
the functions and curriculum system of the
Zhangdian Villagers’ Learning Center. A
systematic series of training programs has been launched, covering cultural literacy, family education, mental health, sustainable
development, and related themes. Course design emphasizes both theoretical guidance and practical application, employing
interactive and experiential teaching approaches to enable villagers to enhance their knowledge and skills in a relaxed and
engaging environment. The project has benefited 64 residents in Dasendian Village and 1,548 permanent residents in Zhangdian
Village, particularly supporting left-behind children and elderly residents, generating significant social impact.

The Dasendian Learning Center operates in a standardized manner with multi-stakeholder support. Its courses adhere to
the principles of being “useful and accessible,” covering legal awareness, family education guidance, agricultural technology
instruction, environmental protection, and local cultural heritage preservation. Many courses tailored to rural sustainable
development have received positive recognition from both villagers and local government, fostering a stronger culture of learning
within the community.

In Zhangdian Village, Hubei, organizational development has been leveraged as a key strategy. Initiatives such as women’ s
handicraft workshops and local history research associations have been established. By publishing local culture readers, building
a village history museum, and offering specialized training programs, the village has addressed the needs of different groups
and stimulated residents’ voluntary participation in community development. As a result, both the village environment and
residents’ outlook have significantly improved, earning recognition at various levels and influencing neighboring villages.

The establishment of Villagers’ Learning Centers has not only provided a sustainable learning platform but has also become
an important driving force for rural industrial development, improvement of villagers’ quality, and rural revitalization. Through
training and practice, villagers have acquired knowledge in modern agriculture, cultural heritage preservation, family education,
and sustainable development, strengthening their capacity for self-driven growth and forming endogenous momentum for
sustainable rural development.

Furthermore, in Ninghai County, Zhejiang Province, Zigen has also supported adult education initiatives contributing to rural
revitalization. Dajiahe Adult School (Art and Entrepreneurship Institute) has provided a series of training programs for more than
200 villagers from Gejia Village and Zhangkeng Village. Training topics included intangible cultural heritage paper-cutting, scented
candle making, tea art, handmade silver jewelry, and woven ornaments. These programs not only enhanced villagers’ practical
skills—especially among women—but also rekindled appreciation for traditional culture, injecting new momentum for sustainable
rural development.
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Education Empowering Ecological Development, Co-Creating a Sustainable Future

— Academic Conference on Education for Ecological Civilization and Sustainable
Development K1 SBLE Di Wu, Yuan Deng
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On October 28th, 2025, the Academic Conference on Education for Ecological
Civilization and Sustainable Development was grandly held at the auditorium
of the College of Humanities and Development, China Agricultural University.

The conference brought together domestic and international scholars, frontline
educators, and rural practitioners to engage in in-depth discussions on the central
role of education in advancing ecological civilization and sustainable development,
and to explore practical pathways forward.

At the opening ceremony, Mr.Yong Wang, Deputy Party Secretary of China
Agricultural University, emphasized that the university would leverage its
disciplinary strengths to provide intellectual support for education-driven ecological
development. MrYixian Luo, President of China Zigen, reviewed Zigen’ s more

than 30 years of dedication to rural education—from supporting rural schooling
tcﬁmﬁfﬁﬁ to promoting ecological education. He noted that over 100 rural schools have
participated in sustainable development education pilots, and called for using
education as a bridge to address rural sustainability challenges. Mr.Zuoyu Zhou,
Director of the UNESCO International Research and Training Centre for Rural
Education, highlighted from an international perspective that education serves as an

“accelerator” for the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,

and shared China’ s experience in related international initiatives.

During the keynote session, leading experts shared core insights. Mrs.Guiping
Yang, Chief Expert of Zigen, drew upon three decades of field practice to stress the
urgency of localizing Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). She introduced
Zigen’ sintegrated approach, including promoting ESD, developing ESD training curricula, building Green Ecological Experimental
Schools, and establishing Green Ecological Civilization Villages. To date, over 100 Green Ecological Experimental Schools have been
established across more than 20 counties in 12 provinces, benefiting over 50,000 students and helping rural children understand
the close connection between ecological protection and their own development.
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Professor Mohan Munasinghe, former Vice Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and co-recipient
of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize, delivered a keynote on “Balanced Inclusive Green Growth (BIGG) and Low-Carbon Development
in a Multipolar World.” He observed that the world faces intertwined crises, including ecological degradation and widening
inequality. The “Sustainomics” framework proposed at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit offers an integrated approach to sustainable
development challenges, while the BIGG pathway aligns effectively with the UN 2030 Agenda. He particularly commended
China’ sleadership in sustainable development, noting its contributions through BRICS cooperation, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, and the Belt and Road Initiative. In a multipolar world, China’ s coordination of economic prosperity, environmental
protection, and social inclusion through innovation offers valuable reference for building a global ecological civilization. He called
for cultivating talents equipped with systems thinking and cross-sector collaboration skills to advance global sustainability goals.

In the afternoon, discussions were organized around two sub-themes: “Social Equity and Inclusive Development” and

“Environment and Development.” Experts and practitioners exchanged ideas on education’ s role in promoting social equity
and rural community building, as well as integrating environmental governance, low-carbon development, and sustainable
education. Commentators provided summaries and forward-looking recommendations. The conference successfully built a
strong platform for international exchange and cooperation in sustainable development education, consolidating consensus
on “education empowering ecological development.” Moving forward, stakeholders will deepen collaboration to integrate
sustainable development education with rural revitalization, ecological protection, and social equity, contributing educational
strength to the realization of the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals and a shared future for humanity.
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2025 Guizhou Rural Revitalization: Sustainable Development NGO Leadership Training
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On November 16th, 2025, the Rural Revitalization: Sustainable Development
NGO Leadership Training Program concluded successfully in Guiyang. The three-
day program featured ten thematic modules and attracted over 60 participants from
provincial, municipal, and county-level social organizations, village committees, and public welfare institutions.

The training aimed to enhance the professional capacity of rural public welfare talents in sustainable development, focusing
on environmental responsibility, economic vitality, social equity, and cultural diversity.

Mrs.Guiping Yang, Founder of Zigen, delivered three sessions. In her lecture on  “People-Centered Sustainable
Development,” she drew on more than 30 years of rural experience to emphasize that rural revitalization must balance economic
vitality, environmental protection, cultural diversity, and social equity, highlighting the foundational role of education in

sustainable governance. Together with Xiuying Cai, she analyzed rural ecological vulnerability and proposed feasible pathways. Lili



24 @) | Zigen Fund

Zhang discussed gender equality and sustainable development, illustrating the link between rural women’ s development and
community sustainability. Dr. Dequan Lu shared rural practice cases from Yunnan and introduced a “development-oriented social
work model,” drawing strong interest from participants.

Dr.Dan Wang examined structural contradictions in rural education, stressing integration of curriculum, community, and
culture. Mr.Guangdui Li translated the three-day learning outcomes into actionable project proposals, including Green Ecological
Civilization curricula for rural schools, women’ s empowerment groups, village cultural space construction, environmental

education pilots, and youth development initiatives.
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Zigen Invited to the International Conference on Environment and Energy at Peking
University Shenzhen Graduate School
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On October 30th, 2025, the “International Conference on Environment and
Energy Exchange and Cooperation” was held at Peking University Shenzhen
Graduate School. Guiping Yang, Professor Haifeng Huang (Zigen Board Member
and Senior Project Advisor), and Zhiyun Gao, President of The Zigen Fund, attended as invited guests.

Mrs.Guiping Yang delivered a keynote titled “Promoting Education for Sustainable Development in Rural Areas: Gaps,
Necessity, and Urgency—Zigen’ s 30 Years of Practice.” She elaborated on Zigen’ s experience in rural education support
and sustainable development, highlighting the crucial role of social organizations in bridging public welfare forces with social
development needs.
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Advancing Ecological Civilization and Sustainable Development Education in
Partnership
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On November 1st, 2025, the Sustainable Development Committee of the Beijing International Exchange Association held



aseminar titled “Ecological Civilization Education and the Path of Sustainable
Development” at Lijiang Snow Mountain Art Town in Yunnan. Mrs.Guiping Yang led
the Zigen delegation to participate.

Under the theme “Resonating from the Same Roots,” the event featured
keynote speeches, dialogues, and roundtable discussions. Mrs.Meifang Mu, Principal
of Taian Township Central Primary School (a Green Ecological Experimental School
in Yulong Naxi Autonomous County), shared practical experiences in green school
development. Mr.Xiulin Li, head of Meile Village Green Ecological Cooperative,
presented local agroforestry practices supported by Zigen. Discussions emphasized
the role of civil society in ecological civilization construction and explored pathways
for transforming knowledge into action.

During the guest dialogue session, discussions focused on the “integration
of knowledge and action” in ecological civilization education. Mr. Christopher
Chuang, Honorary Chair of the Special Committee, emphasized the complementary
role that civil society organizations play in supporting and enriching the national
education system. Participants engaged in in-depth exchanges on topics including advancing Yulong Naxi Autonomous County as a
model county for sustainable development. Moving forward, both sides will further strengthen collaboration through educational
empowerment and project-based initiatives, contributing to the upgrading and high-quality development of Green Eco Villages in
Lijiang’ s Yulong Naxi Autonomous County.
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Zigen Participates in the Symposium “Ecological Civilization: From the ‘Two
Mountains Theory’ to Global Action”
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On November 3rd, 2025, a symposium titled “Ecological Civilization: From the ‘Two Mountains Theory’ to Global Action
Strategy” was held in Shanghai. The event, hosted by Shanghai University of Engineering Science with support from UNESCO
and other international institutions, explored innovative ecological practices and global pathways. Mrs.Guiping Yang and Board
Member Mrs.Shuangduo Hu delivered speeches and participated in roundtable discussions. MrsYang reviewed Zigen’ s decades
of rural ESD practice in Guizhou, Yunnan, and Hebei, emphasizing that education is the foundation of rural revitalization and
ecological civilization.

The seminar was hosted by Shanghai University of Engineering Science with support from international institutions including
UNESCO. It aimed to share innovative practices in the ecological field, explore China’ s pathway to ecological civilization and its
global actions, and promote the alignment of China’ s ecological wisdom with the international sustainable development agenda.

As a keynote speaker at Sub-Forum Ill, “Responsible Management Education for Sustainable Development: China’ s Practice
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‘Symposium on Ecological Civilization:
From the "Two Mountains" Concept to
Global Action Strategies

and Prospects,” Ms. Yang Guiping delivered a presentation titled “Advancing
Education for Sustainable Development and Building Green Eco-Schools
and Villages in Rural China.” She reviewed Zigen’ s decades-long efforts
since its founding to promote rural education for sustainable development
and women’ s empowerment in provinces such as Guizhou, Yunnan, and
Hebei. She emphasized: “Education is the foundation of rural revitalization
and ecological civilization. By establishing Green Eco-Schools and Green Eco-
Villages, Zigen enables the principles of sustainable development to take root in
rural communities and empowers long-term community development.”
Professor Huang Haifeng, Board Member and Senior Project Advisor of
Zigen, highlighted in his welcome remarks the significance of sustainable
development and ecological civilization, affirming that the practical experiences
of civil society organizations such as Zigen provide valuable lessons for the
global community. During the roundtable dialogue, Mrs.Shuangduo Hu joined
university scholars to discuss “Harmony Between Humanity and Nature: The
Role of Multinational Corporations.” Participants stressed the importance of
cultivating children’ s awareness of environmental stewardship from an early
age, encouraging them to connect with nature and protect their shared home.
The conference explored ecological wisdom embedded in traditional
Chinese culture, promoted the integration of local theories with international
concepts, and showcased China’ s innovative practices in responsible
management education. Zigen’ s more than thirty years of dedication stand
as a vivid example of the principle that “lucid waters and lush mountains are
invaluable assets” being translated into concrete grassroots action.
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Zigen Delegation Attends the 2025 Asian Philanthropy Forum in Hainan

2025 P PHILANTHROPY FORUM
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Board Member of China Zigen,Di Wu(far left);Zigen
Fundraising and Outreach Officer,Haiyan Zhang (far
right);Executive Council Member of the International
Alliance for Ecological Development,Keshan
Wu(second from left);

Board Member of China Zigen and Senior Project
Advisor,Haifeng Huang(second from right)

2025F 11 A 29 H, Bl “AHRERE. QAR RHEFEM 2025 FLHAE
RIZEBREREEERE, (FARERKSENFELARATNESREAEESR, X
BH2IX 16 P"ERMMKHBHFRAR. EFEARATA. BER. BUIRRERE
EFH 600 RALCRIEE, HBETMNATREARIT, BFNNEKARELERL,
SWKE1T 90 REARETELMEERE,

ERICIEMN 527 84, AARI L, PEURIESRINEBEKMEES
EFRFAAREEER, ARELZRMDERNISSEBRUNR, FERLTAFTHER
SE5AFNRM. TFH “FIREZECN TTeEH, il “HERESHER
MEREPESHREZELRE" HIEH, NARTHEFEILAIRITOR 30 F
P VNSRS

B, BBERERSETERMNZERERE, BSHEREAMFIIL &
EBNRAFRBREFZSTHNEE, BT —RIILEMBRETHA RS HILE.
PREBARGIE, 512 ZHIE, F583EMMREN, ERRAES T
HE, BIZIRFIRIABKAENNE, FTHFIRAURRERQE. EHEE
KRR,

On November 29th, 2025, the 2025 Asian Philanthropy Forum opened in
Boao, Qionghai, Hainan, under the theme “Open Cooperation and Innovative
Development.” Over 600 representatives from 16 countries and regions
attended, with more than 900,000 online viewers.

As a supporting organization, Professor Haifeng Huang represented
Zigen at the opening ceremony. At the parallel forum on “Innovative
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Sustainable Philanthropy,” he delivered a speech titled “Promoting High-Quality Green Development in China through Social
and Technological Goodness,” introducing Mrs.Guiping Yang’ s founding vision and Zigen’ s 30 years of work—from girls’
education sponsorship to teacher training and Green Eco School development—impacting tens of thousands of rural children and
women.

Drawing on his international research experience, he elaborated on the multiple dimensions of “technology for good.”
Through a series of case studies, he demonstrated the value of leveraging technology for social good and called on all sectors to
harness technological innovation to empower public welfare initiatives and accelerate the transition toward green development.
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2025 International Symposium on Education for Rural Sustainable Development Held
in Beijing
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From December 1st to 2nd, 2025, the 2025 International Symposium on Education
for Rural Sustainable Development was held at Beijing Normal University, co-hosted by
the UNESCO International Research and Training Centre for Rural Education and Zigen. Nearly 200 representatives attended onsite,
with close to 3,000 online participants.

The symposium officially launched the “Rural Sustainable Development Youth Empowerment Action Plan,” aimingto
integrate entrepreneurship education with the Sustainable Development Goals through capacity building, incubation, and cross-
regional collaboration.

In her keynote, Mrs.Guiping Yang emphasized that economic polarization, climate crises, and social inequality expose
the unsustainability of current development models. She highlighted Zigen’ s systemic approach to integrating sustainable
development concepts into compulsory and adult education through teacher training, curriculum development, and community
learning centers.

Three thematic forums addressed entrepreneurship education integration, rural entrepreneurial ecosystems, and youth
engagement. Mr.Michael Omolewa, Board Member of the UNESCO International Research and Training Centre for Rural Education,
called upon youth to actively contribute to rural sustainable development. Through sustained dedication over three decades,
Zigen continues to embody the principle that “lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets,” advancing sustainable
development from rural grassroots to global dialogue.
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FH RS EAT T, B T EE AN AT E Please cut down the donation form along the broken line and mail it to us.

Your tax deductable contribution will make a significant difference for
the rural children in China

$50 $100 $150 $200 $250
$500 $1000 $2000 $5000 OTHER
Name (English)

(Chinese)
Address:
Phone:
Email:

$100 would support a rural child and would fulfill the dream of realizing a Green Eco School.
50,000 rural children and 100 Green Eco Schools await your support !

To make credit card or paypal a donation, please visit us at http://zigenfund.org/donate/, or mail your check
to ourreturn address. % X ZHunk
The Zigen Fund, 136-61 41st Avenue, #355, Flushing, NY 11355

Thank You for Your Support!



