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The Tree-Planting Event in Desheng Elementary School—— takes the environmental awareness of "planting and protecting the
environment" from the classroom to the campus through practical actions.
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The 2024 CSW68 brings together the global focus on women, driving
towards an equal and sustainable future!

The 68th session of the United Nations Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW68) was held from March 11th to
March 22nd, 2024, in New York. Zigen participated and hosted
several parallel meetings in this event.The Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW) established in 1946, It is one
of the nine functional commissions of the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, dedicated to addressing the
global issues of inequality, violence, and discrimination faced
by women, playing a significant role in promoting women's
rights, documenting the realities of women's lives worldwide,
and establishing global standards for gender equality and
enhancing women's empowerment.

This year, the priority theme is "Addressing poverty from
a gender equality perspective, strengthening institutions
and financing to accelerate gender equality and enhance the
empowerment of all women and girls." The conference focused
on discussing how to address women's poverty, strengthen
institutional capacity, and increase investment to accelerate
gender equality. In the opening remarks on March 11th, Mrs.
Sima Bahous, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Executive Director of Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW), emphasized the importance of addressing the issue
of women and girls' poverty in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals: "Gender equality is a prerequisite and
core for achieving all sustainable development goals. Now,
with only six years left, promoting gender equality is our last
chance to get back on track and achieve the 2030 common
goals."

In 1963, to consolidate the standards of women's rights,
the Commission on the Status of Women responded to the
request of the United Nations General Assembly to draft and
adopt the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women. The Commission on the Status of Women also
actively promoted the adoption of the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action in 1995, which is an important global
policy document committed to promoting gender equality.
Since 2018, the Commission on the Status of Women has
been committed to addressing challenges such as climate
change and gender-based violence, ensuring women's full
participation in decision-making and sustainable development
strategies. In order to benefit all women and leave no one
behind, the Commission on the Status of Women is also
committed to implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development to accelerate gender equality and enhance
women's empowerment.

The world stands at a crossroads in the journey towards
gender equality. Currently, 10.3% of women globally live in
extreme poverty, with less than $2.16 in daily living expenses.
Gender discrimination in the workplace, limited access
to resources and financial assets, and entrenched gender
stereotypes restrict women's full participation in education,
decent employment, and decision-making. Additionally,

“up” Sixty-eighth Session of the
; Commission on the Status
of Women (CSWE8)

women bear more unpaid care and domestic work and
lack sufficient access to healthcare and financial services,
exacerbating the poverty they face.

Providing decent work for women promotes economic
growth. Simply giving women jobs is not enough; their
economic participation requires meaningful employment,
equal pay for equal work, and comprehensive social protection.
Currently, only 61% of working-age women participate in
the labor market, compared to 90.6% of men. Furthermore,
nearly 60% of women globally work in the informal economy,
a proportion that exceeds 90% in low-income countries.
Therefore, investing in enabling women to access decent work
not only brings profound social benefits but also helps drive
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sustainable economic development globally.

Strengthening inclusive social and legal protection
promotes global development. According to the International
Labour Organization, women remain the most discriminated
against group in the workplace, facing higher risks of gender-
based violence and sexual harassment. This discrimination
forces many women into low-paying and informal jobs, further
exacerbating their poverty. Currently, only 26% of women
worldwide enjoy comprehensive social security. We must take
action to expand women's opportunities to access formal,
decent work and social welfare, including healthcare, pension
systems recognizing unpaid care work, and comprehensive
maternity protection.

Recognizing women's unpaid care work and investing
in care economies. Women undertake the majority of unpaid
care and domestic work, spending 2.8 more hours per day than
men. This limits their time and opportunities for education,
paid work, and participation in social and political life, thus
exacerbating their poverty. We need to recognize the value
of unpaid care and domestic work, alleviate and redistribute
the excessive unpaid care work undertaken by women, and

increase investmentin care economies.

Promoting a more inclusive sustainable economic
transition. Despite the booming renewable energy sector,
women are severely underrepresented in this industry,
accounting for only 31% of jobs. In the global South, the
impact of climate change is particularly severe, making it more
urgent for local women to participate in the transition to an
inclusive and sustainable economy.

Ending gender-based violence and building harmonious
societies. Gender-based violence is a serious violation of
human rights. Globally, one in three women experiences this
violence. Addressing violence against women and girls is key
to creating stable societies. Only when they feel safe are they
more likely to engage in economic activities and contribute to
community development.

Achieving gender equality is more urgent than ever.
Promoting gender equality is a powerful driver for poverty
eradication and sustainable development. Only by ensuring
that everyone has equal opportunities and rights can we
create a healthier and fairer economic environment and
achieve social prosperity.

The data used are all reprinted from the official WeChat account of UN Women
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The Zigen Fund participated in the multi-day parallel forums of the 68th
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68), sharing its
initiative to empower women leadership in rural sustainable development

On March 12th and 13th, 2024, the Zigen Fund actively
participated in the online and offline activities of the United
Nations 68th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68 &
NGO CSW68) in New York. The event aimed to promote gender
equality and women's empowerment, integrating these goals
with education to foster sustainable development.

On March 12th, during the online parallel forum, Zigen Fund
hosted a discussion on "Empowering Women Leadership in
Rural Sustainable Development." Experts including Professor
Bai Di from Drew University, Associate Professor Chen Ying
from New York College, Chief Expert Yang, Guiping from Zigen,
and Assistant Professor Zhang Ling from the State University
of New York shared different perspectives and experiences
regarding the development of women's empowerment in
China. Mrs. Hu Shuangduo, a director of the Zigen, moderated
the forum and conducted in-depth interviews with the guests.

Discussions covered narratives of women's development in
different periods of China and the portrayal of female strength
in Chinese filMrs. This highlighted significant progress in
women's empowerment in Chinese society since the reform
and opening up era. Starting with the 1950s, "The White-
Haired Girl" symbolized the elevation of women's status in
Chinese cinema, positively impacting societal perceptions
of women's roles and values. However, despite progress,
challenges such as gender discrimination, workplace
inequality, and domestic violence persist.
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Regarding women's leadership in rural sustainable
development, Mrs. Yang, Guiping noted that Zigen has always
focused on the development of rural girls and women.
Observations over the past three decades revealed that
rural women, especially those in impoverished areas, are
increasingly shouldering agricultural labor and social roles.
Zigen's interventions aim to enhance the capabilities of rural
women in sustainable development and leadership through
tailored training prograMrs. By empowering rural women
to actively participate in rural revitalization and sustainable
development, Zigen contributes to broader societal progress.

On March 13th, an offline session was held at the Armenian
Cultural Center on Second Avenue in New York, attracting
female participants from diverse backgrounds. Several
women's NGOs and female artists from around the world

L

Zigen Fund Newsletter

NTENTS

participated in the exhibition. Mrs. Yang, Guiping introduced
Zigen's support for rural girls' education in remote villages
in Guizhou Province since 1988, highlighting the natural
partnership between Zigen and rural development. Under the
framework of sustainable development, Zigen has developed
a series of training courses tailored to different age groups
of women, aiming to enhance their leadership capacity and
promote rural sustainable development.

One of the core principles of sustainable development
is achieving social inclusivity and equity. Women's
empowerment is a key factor in achieving social inclusivity
and equity. By promoting women's rights and opportunities,
a more inclusive and equitable society can be established,
thereby driving economic, environmental, and social
sustainability.

2024 XS EPRLASICRERLERN, HRIZR—NFFSAHFERR!

The 2024 CSW68 brings together the global focus on women, driving towards an equal and sustainable future!
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The Zigen Fund participated in the multi-day parallel forums of the 68th United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68),
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sharing its initiative to empower women leadership in rural sustainable development
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In Memory of Mr. Teng Teng—Family Affection, Hometown Sentiment, Love for the Motherland
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Hiking in the Mountain, Raising Awareness of Fire Prevention
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Nine Green Eco Schools from Xinzhou, Hubei, showcasing their unique artistic charm and vitality
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Knowledge + Practice: Special Classes increase Children's Environmental Enthusiasm
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The Summary Meeting of the Education for Sustainable Development Project was Held at Yu'an
Middle School in Chongming, Shanghai
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Zigen "Green Eco School" project important partners exchange and training in Beijing
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Green Eco School Summary and Exchange Activity in Qinglong, Hebei
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The Summary and Exchange Meeting of Yunnan and Guizhou 'Green Eco Schools' program held in Yulong, Yunnan
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The Rural Adolescent Girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training
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RAHE Adult Education
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The Seminar on Vocational Education Promoting Sustainable Rural Revitalization and the Revitalizing

Village: Rural sustainable Leadership Training Program were successfully held in Qinglong Manchu
Autonomous County, Hebei Province
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Qinglong, Hebei: Monkey Stick Dance, welcome spring coming
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The Villagers' Assembly: Establish Lifelong Learning in Rural Communities
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The Third Scholarship Award Ceremony and the Exchange Meeting for Innovative Research Projects on

Rural Education for Sustainable Development were held in Southwest University
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Zigen were invited to participate in the Sixth World Education Frontier Forum
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The 2023 China-Southeast Asia Seminar on "Promoting Rural Sustainable Development through
Education from the Perspective of Ecological Civilization"
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The 13th Philanthropy Festival: China Zigen has been awarded the "2023 Annual Philanthropic
Organization Award".
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In Memory of Mr. Teng Teng—Family Affection, Hometown Sentiment,
Love for the Motherland

Pat Yang

Receiving the message of the passing of my cousin Teng
Teng, although expected, brought me profound sorrow.
Recalling the time when | first went to China in the 1980s, |
met my uncle and cousin Teng Teng, cousin-in-law Hu Huiling,
and their children. Since then, | have established familial
connections with mainland China. They made immense efforts
to help us locate our long-lost sister, adding more relatives to
my life in China.

At that time, Mr. Teng Teng served as the Vice President
of Tsinghua University and visited the United States multiple
times. | deeply felt his dedication and confidence in building
a socialist new China. He told me that since 1947, when he
studied at Tsinghua University, he had believed in Marxism and
struggled for it throughout his life. | deeply experienced his
passion and perseverance. Their generation, with their lives
and actions, embodied a steadfast belief in building a socialist
state in new China. This had a profound impact on me, igniting
a desire to delve deeper into understanding China.

In the 1960s and 70s, we were a group of students from
Taiwan and Hong Kong who participated in the 1970s
movement to defend the Diaoyu Islands, starting to care
about society, China, and the world. Later, we settled in the
United States and for many years hoped to participate in the
construction of new China. In the 1980s, we invited a group of
friends who had participated in the Diaoyu Islands movement
to discuss the establishment of a non-profit organization
to support rural education and sustainable development
projects in China. Dong Xulin was one of the founders, working
at the United Nations and participating in the 1% Fund of
the United Nations Staff Volunteers Organization, where
members contributed 1% of their salaries monthly to support
small-scale development projects in developing countries.
Following the model of the 1% Fund, we established the Zigen
Fund in the United States in 1988, aiming to support rural
education and sustainable development in China. Members
contributed financially and began supporting projects such as
girls' enrollment in remote mountain villages in Qiandongnan,
Guizhou Province, women's literacy, and school libraries. At
that time, Mr. Teng Teng served as the Deputy Director of the
National Education Commission of China and provided strong
support for the Zigen Fund's projects.

At that time, the National Education Commission was
implementing the "Prairie Fire Plan" in rural China, aiming
to integrate agricultural cultural and technical courses into

rural education to improve farmers' scientific production
skills. In 1992, my cousin Teng Teng, Guo Fuchang, who was
then in charge of the Prairie Fire Plan, my family, and | set
out from Beijing in a small car. In many places, the roads
were unpaved, dusty, and we endured nearly nine hours of
rough travel. When we got out of the car, we were covered in
yellow dust. We visited one of the key demonstration counties
of the Prairie Fire Plan—Qinglong Manchu Autonomous
County, Hebei Province, located at the foot of the Great
Wall outside the Great Wall. There, we visited vocational
technical schools, township-run farmer cultural and technical
schools, and village-run farmer night schools. At that time,
agricultural technology-related courses had already been
integrated into the sixth grade of primary school and junior
high school, greatly welcomed by students and parents.
Subsequently, Zigen supported the development of vocational
school libraries, agricultural courses, and projects such as
woodcarving for deaf-mute children and scholarships for
poor students in vocational schools. Since then, Zigen and
Qinglong have established a profound bond, initiating 30 years
of support for rural education in Qinglong County.

As Zigen Fund's projects and regions expanded year by year
in China, from Guizhou to some impoverished mountainous
areas in Yunnan and Guangxi, we deeply felt the need for Zigen
to establish a deeper presence in China and to establish a
grassroots organization with the same purpose and legally
independent status. It was through the introduction of
my cousin Teng Teng that | had the privilege to meet Wang
Mingda, the then Deputy Director of the National Education
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Commission, Li Tao, the Director of the International Education
Exchange Association, and Guo Fuchang, a full-time member of
the National Education Commission and the person in charge
of the Prairie Fire Plan. After fully understanding Zigen Fund's
work in impoverished rural China and the desire of overseas
Chinese to participate in the construction of the motherland's
countryside, they strongly supported the establishment of the
"China Zigen Rural Education and Development Association"
and affiliated China Zigen with the China International
Education Exchange Association, with the Vocational
Education Department of the Ministry of Education providing
operational guidance. China Zigen was formally registered
with the Ministry of Civil Affairs of China in 1995, becoming
a national non-governmental public welfare organization
in China. China Zigen independently cooperates with local
partners to support project training, networking, research,
fund supervision, and other work. The Zigen Fund established
in the United States mainly mobilizes donations from overseas
Chinese to support rural education and rural development in
China. After China Zigen was established, it rooted in remote
rural areas of China for 30 years, supporting projects such as
girls' enrollment, women's literacy, school teaching facilities,
and integrating local culture into classrooms to alleviate
poverty through education.

With the growth of China's economy and the general
improvement of people's living standards, the government's
investment in rural education has gradually increased. In
2008, China successfully achieved universal free nine-year
compulsory education. China Zigen subsequently transitioned
from supporting education alleviation projects to focusing
on promoting education for sustainable development in
rural nine-year compulsory education, adult education, and
vocational education. Within the framework of economic
activity, environmental protection, cultural diversity, and
social fairness, Zigen has incorporated elements such as
environmental education, inheritance and innovation of

rEE#E SCHOOL EDUCATIONY

local culture, and gender education, developed a series of
training courses, and supported the establishment of Green
Eco Schools and villages as pilot programs for promoting rural
sustainable development.

Currently, Zigen has supported the establishment of nearly
100 Green Eco Schools and nearly 10 green Eco villages in 14
counties in 9 provinces of China, training more than 5,000
rural teachers. Qinglong County has always been a key county
supported by Zigen. Many training pilots started from Qinglong
County and have cultivated a group of excellent training
teachers over the years. In 2019, the National Committee for
Education for Sustainable Development of UNESCO recognized
Qinglong County as a demonstration county for rural Education
for Sustainable Development in China.

Mr. Teng Teng harbored great enthusiasm for promoting
sustainable development. In 1997, under his initiative, the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences established the Center
for Sustainable Development Studies, with him serving as
its director. Every time we met, we discussed various issues
related to development and sustainable development.
He often expressed concern about the lack of Education
for Sustainable Development in rural China's education
and emphasized the necessity and urgency of promoting
sustainable development through rural education.

These more than thirty years of immersion in rural China
have transformed the motherland from a distant dream
into concrete participation in rural education and rural
development projects. The motherland is no longer just a
tourist destination but rather the children, teachers, parents,
and grandparents in many villages who have become our
family members. Mr. Teng Teng's faith, passion, perseverance,
and dedication to building a socialist new China have made
me realize more deeply that the establishment of new China
is the result of the tireless efforts of countless Chinese people.
We cherish the memory of Mr. Teng Teng and treasure our
affection for family, hometown, and the motherland!
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Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers Training Program
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On September 22,2023, the "Together Building Sustainable
Village: Teachers Training" program was launched
respectively at Minzu Primary School in Panshi Town and
Luoman Primary School in Zhaiying Town, both located in
Songtao Miao Autonomous County. A total of 74 frontline
teachers participated in the training. The training instructors
mainly consisted of outstanding local teachers who had
participated in the first-level Teachers training, including
Zhang Ruimin, Long Zhengzhou, Long Jun, Yao Aihua, Duan
Shaorui, Tu Fengsong, Yang Shengyong, and Yang Xiuchao, totaling 8 teachers.

BXTHINIX 2 “IERIRTRSER I S . ZOMBEI”

2023 10 B 26 H, EHREERNSFT, “HEIRHREL
REVZ A BT RN BIMENIRORIIE D 2R AHA
4 REVEEI)IFERHE 8 MR, W5 THMEX 9 FRPERREBES
XEAT B FRUKRB A EELXABFRA 40 BEITSM.

NSRS RN XA FEIN, BE5PEBIRE
By “HEIRIFS R RIS BIMEINT o EFIIFEE, XK
IHIMHIT T EEER, SHRFEMEL LRAAITIESER,

£ UFEARONHTE TEF, HPHHLDEINEE, 5ISEMINEECHIRITT ABIER. tEmH5ISEIMIR
MBEHERMR E/NANICER, HIFINIMLEMITTAET “URERFL” B, HBESHARLRT "M ONEE"
M DUFERNRONET” NABEN. XR. ERMTEAN BIXRFBSIA, iLBWMITARETATAEARR “UFENRONEE ,
HEBMINER T FRXFEF T AR A,

£ RE. FRONENEE AR, HMFIRESRE, LEBMHRNTRERS. ZREBNUK (WE) HEHNEE
BR. i@ — 1 E=HDH, SISEMIIRFTHPEENEE, BdBERBRNET, WHNARBMINE, EMIIRELTZER. RE
MNEZENXR. KE. FRONENSERTUERE. X, BEBFHFEEF. E/IRFANERRE, BHINH5|ISEMITRITEXE
FHHEITT BT

From October 26th to 29th, 2023, the "Together Building
Sustainable Village: Teachers Training" was successfully held at
the Xinzhou, Wuhan Teacher Training Center. The 4-day training
program consisted of 8 topics, attracting 40 teachers from 9
schools participating in Green Eco School Project in Xinzhou,
Wuhan.

The six trainers for the training were all outstanding
local teachers from Xinzhou District who had previously
participated in the "Together Building Sustainable Village:
Teachers Training" organized by Zigen. Before the training began, these six trainers conducted collaborative lesson planning and
discussed lesson plans with teacher Yang, Guiping online.

In the topic of "Student-Centered Teaching," trainer Du Xinhong guided the teachers through group activities to introduce
themselves and designed numerous activities. She encouraged and guided the teachers to actively participate and express their
opinions. Through group discussions, Trainer Du helped the teachers understand the concept of "student-centered teaching" and
compared the role positioning, relationships, requirements, and assessment methods between "teacher-centered teaching" and
"student-centered teaching" in a task-oriented manner. Through the use of case studies, the teachers realized why it is important to
implement "student-centered teaching" and helped them master the technical aspects of implementing this teaching method.

In the topic of "Collaboration between Family, School, and Village," trainer Shu Yaling led the teachers to explore the
functions and limitations of family education, school education, and community (village) education through Q&A sessions. She
guided the teachers to analyze the problems through a case study. Through role-playing demonstrations and group discussions,
the teachers clarified the relationships between schools, families, and villages. Collaboration between families, schools, and
villages can be carried out in various aspects such as environment, culture, and governance. After several case studies, the
trainer guided the teachers to design relevant activities and conducted demonstrations.
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From November 8th to 10th, 2023, "Together Building Sustainable Village:
Teachers Training" program was successfully launched in Yulong County.
Organized by the Yulong, Yunan Education and Sports Bureau, the training
brought together 68 frontline rural teachers from four towns to participate in the
training at the Yulong County Youth Activity Center.

Since 2016, the training team in Yulong County has been conducting
specialized training sessions for frontline rural teachers in the county every year
under the theme of "Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers Training." So
far, over 500 teachers from 10 towns in the county have received training.

The training was conducted in a participatory manner, covering topics such
as "People-oriented Sustainable Development and Education for Sustainable
Development; student-centered teaching; schools, families, and villages; local
culture; environmental education; gender education; practical actions and lesson
plan writing for Green Eco Schools". These topics provide valuable guidance for
rural education and teaching.

Mrs. Zhou Shaofang, a teacher from the Daju Township Central School, She
said, "This training was very targeted, and the content was rich. | will apply what |
have learned in training when | return, spreading better educational ideas."

F43 A EEER: GREEN ECO SCHOOL
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In Xinzhou District, Wuhan: Highlighting Longqgiu Cultural Heritage - Intangible
Cultural Heritage Inheritance Enters San Dian Central Primary School
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San Dian village, formerly known as Longqiu village, was once the
administrative center of the Western Han Dynasty's Jiangxia Commandery and
Xiling County. Legend has it that in ancient times, a divine dragon descended
upon this land, shaping the hills into the form of a dragon, hence the name
Longgiu. The ancient Longgiu area has numerous folk legends, forming a series
of folk literature known as the "Legends of Longgiu," which has been listed as an
intangible cultural heritage project in Xinzhou District.

Mrs. Ouyang Haiyan, the Chinese teacher in the school, has a particular
fascination with the ancient Longqiu culture. She often utilizes her break
time to read books such as "Stories of Longgiu," drawing inspiration from the
positive energy contained within these stories, and actively participates in the inheritance activities of Longgiu's folk legends.
She narrated the story of "The Kind Dragon Transforming the Hill" to her students. Through this story, the students felt the
righteousness that triumphs over evil and learned about the origin of the name San Dian, thus enhancing their love for their
hometown.

Mr. Xu Yuangiao, a specialist in the Hubei Provincial Gazetteer of Place Names and a representative of Longgiu's legend
inheritance, recounted classic Longgiu legends such as "The Legend of Xin Song Bridge" and "Shi Chong Washing the Silk."
Combining existing local relics and landscapes, he vividly narrated anecdotes such as Chen Xiang bidding farewell to Su Shi and
Shi Chong washing silk in Longgiu, showcasing the wit and kindness of the ancient Longgiu people.

The school serves as the intangible cultural heritage inheritance base for the Longgiu community. Currently, there are
interest clubs for characteristic intangible cultural heritage inheritance activities such as gongs and drums and Longgiu
legends, with one such activity held weekly. The Longgiu legends embody the Longgiu cultural spirit of "integrity, diligence, and
education," giving people a sense of upward mobility, practicality, and joy, and are deeply loved by the teachers and students of
the school. As of now, the teachers have taught over 100 classes on Longgiu legends, with more than 4,000 students attending,
and the students have borrowed "Stories of Longgiu" over 2,000 times. The Longgiu legends have deeply rooted themselves in
the campus, transmitting positive energy to teachers and students.
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Hiking in the Mountain, Raising Awareness of Fire Prevention
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Taohua Primary School, Yulong Naxi Autonomous County, Yunnan Province
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The Taohua village of Shitou Township is located in the transverse mountainous area of northwest Yunnan Province, where
there is a combination of high-altitude climates and the dry and hot climate of the Jinsha River basin. Due to the dry and rainless
conditions during the winter and spring seasons, the soil hardens and the vegetation becomes dry, making it susceptible to forest
fires. Therefore, forest fire prevention work is particularly important during this time. On the morning of November 29th, 2023,
under the guidance of Teacher Zhao, some students went to the nearby mountains and forests to appreciate the beauty of the
winter scenery. During the observation of nature, they discovered that the dryness of winter can easily lead to fires. This activity
raised their awareness of forest fire prevention and also mobilized their families and the community to protect the environment
together.

While walking in the fields, the students became aware of the danger of outdoor fires. Venturing into the depths of the forest
and gazing at the tall trees standing against the clear blue sky, some of the larger trees required two or three students holding
hands to hug them. Teacher Zhao's words made them more vigilant and strengthened their awareness of forest fire prevention.
Through this activity, the students deeply understood the importance of forest fire prevention and actively called for families
and society to protect the environment together and share the beautiful homeland.

BIXTHIMNIX . O PSRl “15iE" , ISR I AR B R

Nine Green Eco Schools from Xinzhou, Hubei, showcasing their unique artistic
charm and vitality

2024 £ 1 A 12 B, FRNHHMNXKERNAZEDT -2 FEEN S HERGE
BTER. REMNXH 9FZNERANES, BREBRFENZRBENIE,

EMIE, ZEZH, FEERDNE. SHFE, BEEHFENE, WHHEKE
NFEFRNBERTXERRY, SXFIZHRMIRHR, K5I TERFENX T, F
EMNERTECHERN, RIMTIZESEE, 3R T7TURBMMEMR,

BT FLZRETR, EEBENX ZRBENATRE KIEING, (PEL). GHILRE).
(BERED) . (BFREFRE) FHERELE, BHEUEENRERS TS
THERER; AFRE, ZBMBRBAZENES, IZEENBRTEVSHESESR
PRVRM, AREFNIRFEFRINRETRIPESHENEER . FEIINRERFT
MARBIEF,, EIM(1EES AFREFZE(UERESHRIFEIAIR,

EMEEETRBESXAFRBIERNAS, SMFRARETTERR, HIIH
MNENBEBNERAET T BENN. R TFERNBFHNRBRELANHZLFTREE,
EE R MK, OEHPEERSNEESRREES. il KM
ROED, EEEHEFR. RE. HSN=HRME, HNSHARILEATHELRNET.
SRk, PEER “BF FNESLE 20 F, HEHD TEE M NBENERE, BEFE
HEBI 255 Ao

On January 12th, 2024, a unique rural school characteristic display event was
held at Zhang Du Hu Primary School in Xinzhou District, Wuhan City.

At the event, special display areas were set up by schools such as Sandian No.
2 Middle School, Xugou Primary School in Liji Street, Desheng Primary School,
Pandian Street Lidian Primary School, and Zhang Du Hu Primary School, presenting
various handicrafts that attracted the attention of experts and scholars. Students
showcased their works, demonstrating their ingenuity and creativity, which was
warmly appreciated by the audience.

In addition to handicraft displays, there were also exciting cultural performances
and open classes. Performances such as "Chinese Red", "Hubei Drum", "The River of
Bookishness", and "Hard Work Brings Harvest Year" were staged one after another,
with students' lifelike performances winning applause from the audience. In open
classes, teachers elucidated the mysteries of biodiversity and ecological protection
in plain language, enabling everyone to understand the importance of protecting
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the ecological environment. The students' performances received cheers from the audience, and teachers imparted knowledge
of ecological protection to the students through open classes.

The event also included a seminar on the construction of Green Eco Schools, where representatives from various schools
exchanged experiences and highly praised the development of rural education in Xinzhou. They expressed their intention to
bring back the excellent models and advanced experiences of Xinzhou education to their own areas for promotion and practice.
This event was organized by the Zigen Rural Education and Development Promotion Association and the Xinzhou District
Teacher Training Center, aiming to promote the integration of school, family, and society, and to promote the goal of sustainable
development in rural schools. So far, the collaboration between Zigen and Xinzhou has lasted for 20 years, jointly promoting the
implementation of nearly a hundred projects, covering more than 250,000 students.
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Knowledge + Practice: Special Classes increase Children's Environmental Enthusiasm
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On January 12th, 2024, Zhang Du Hu Elementary School in Xinzhou, Wuhan, held
a interesting class on education for sustainable development. In the classroom,
teachers initiated discussions with a story about a rabbit without ears, introducing
concepts such as biodiversity, ecosystems, and genetic diversity to the students.
In another class, teachers talked about the dangers of nuclear pollution and
environmental protection. Through methods such as videos, picture displays, and
interactive quizzes, students learned about biodiversity and habitat protection,
becoming aware of the importance of environmental conservation.

The students actively participated, one student said, "I gained a lot from today's
class. I learned about biodiversity and measures to protect it, gaining a deep
understanding of the importance of protecting the ecological environment."

After class, the students visited the school's wetland ecological education base. In the exhibition, they saw plant specimens,
botanical drawings, and exhibits made by students, experiencing the beauty of ecology.

In recent years, Zhang Du Hu Elementary School has integrated ecological and moral education on protecting biodiversity
in the Zhang Du Hu Wetland Nature Reserve into its daily educational activities by conducting scientific surveys, establishing
exhibition halls, laboratories, and environmental protection propaganda, helping students develop awareness of environmental
and biodiversity protection.
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The Summary Meeting of the Education for Sustainable Development Project was
Held at Yu'an Middle School in Chongming, Shanghai
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On the afternoon of January 30th, the Chongming Education for
Sustainable Development Project team held the annual school summary
and argumentation meeting for the year 2023 at Yu'an Middle School in
Chongming, Shanghai. Mr. Li, Guangdui, Mr. Chen, Guogiang, and Mr. Gao,
Yang from Zigen, along with Mrs. Shao, Peizhen, the president of the RayBin
Q Wong Foundation, and representatives from the Chongming Education
Bureau, attended the meeting

The meeting was chaired by the president of the Chongming Ecological
Science Popularization Association. Firstly, an introduction was given
on the regional promotion of the Chongming Education for Sustainable
Development Project. Then, representatives from Yu'an Middle School,
Sanlie Middle School, Xianghua Primary School, and Yu'an Primary School
respectively presented their annual work reports under the themes of "Enjoying the Beauty of Wetlands and Cultivating Love
and Responsibility," "Implementing 'Three Gardens' Education and Creating Green Campuses," "Passing on the Charm of Zaohua
and Nurturing Simple Childhoods," and "Chongming Mountain Songs Nurturing Childhoods and Promoting Growth," reporting
on the activities carried out in 2023, the achievements made, and the difficulties faced.

Mr. Li Guangdui highly praised the practices of Chongming and the four project schools in promoting Education for
Sustainable Development based on the school's characteristics. He proposed the implementation requirements of the
curriculum guided by the Education for Sustainable Development goal system and focusing on the important topics of global
Education for Sustainable Development. He also emphasized the need to balance the relationships between popularization
and characteristics, externalization and internalization, and partiality and entirety in the implementation process of the
sustainable development project. Mrs. Shao, Peizhen discussed the concepts and teaching methods of Education for Sustainable
Development from the perspective of international education comparison.

In the future, the Director of the Morality and Education Section of the Chongming Education Bureau proposed three
points: first, to delve into the connotation of Education for Sustainable Development, focus on project goals, and develop
characteristics; second, to smooth the implementation path of school curricula and strengthen the teaching of general content
of Education for Sustainable Development; third, to strengthen external communication and publicity of this project and hold a
successful summary and promotion meeting in 2024.
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Zigen "Green Eco School" project important partners exchange and training in Beijing
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from November 18th to 19th, 2023. Nearly 40 representatives from
education authorities, teacher development centers, and relevant
departments of schools implementing the "Green Eco School" project from
districts such as Chongming District in Shanghai, Xinzhou District in Wuhan,
Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County in Hebei Province, Yulong Naxi
Autonomous County in Yunnan Province, and Songtao Miao Autonomous
County in Guizhou Province attended the event.

The purpose of this exchange and training activity was to deepen the
understanding of sustainable development and the promotion of sustainable
development in education (ESD). The Zigen project expert team, project
execution team, and project partners worked together to further enhance the understanding of the project framework, long-
term goals, specific objectives, project outcomes, and their evaluation. The activity aimed to systematically analyze the current
status and shortcomings of the "Green Eco School" project and discuss targeted topics related to the transformation and
upgrading of the project, including its implementation plan, potential challenges, and corresponding solutions.
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Green Eco School Summary and Exchange Activity in Qinglong, Hebei
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On November 29, 2023, the Qinglong Teacher Development Center and
Zigen organized the 2023 Green Eco School Summary and Exchange Activity
in Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County. The event invited evaluation experts for Green Eco School construction, as well as
principals and teachers from 11 project schools to participate. The activity had three venues, with the main venue at Sanbozi
Central Primary School and branch venues at Louzhangzi Primary School and Liubanzi Primary School.

At Louzhangzi Central Primary School, attendees listened to the report on the Green Eco School creation work by the
school principal, Zhang Xiang, and visited the school's comprehensive practical activity base, observing labor practices such
as cooking, handicrafts, and fruit tree pruning demonstrated by teachers and students. Afterwards, everyone went to Liubanzi
Primary School, where they watched a provincial intangible cultural heritage sports project "Monkey Beating Stick" performance
and "Manchu Culture Enters Campus" fast board demonstration, and visited the Manchu Culture School. School principal Li
Zhonghua introduced the activities since the school's creation as a Green Eco School, which was highly appreciated by everyone.
Finally, visitors arrived at Sanbozi Central Primary School, first visiting the school's labor education practice base and Monkey
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Beating Stick exhibition hall. Later, the school presented two sessions of
Education for Sustainable Development open classes, demonstrating how to
achieve the goals of Education for Sustainable Development through thematic
and disciplinary teaching.

This event was not only an annual summary and exchange meeting for
Green Eco School creation work but also a seminar for concentrated training
and learning, as well as a deployment and promotion meeting for innovative
work in the new semester. The purpose of the activity was to further
strengthen and improve the creation work of Green Eco Schools, enhance the
quality of education, and create vibrant green Eco campuses, contributing to
the sustainable development of society and the environment.
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The Summary and Exchange Meeting of Yunnan and Guizhou 'Green Eco Schools'
program held in Yulong, Yunnan
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On December 14th to 15th, 2023, the Teacher Development Center of Yulong County Education Bureau held the annual
summary and exchange meeting of Green Eco Schools for the year 2023 from Yunnan and Guizhou provinces. Sixteen rural
teacher representatives from four Zigen Green Eco Schools in Songtao County, Guizhou Province, attended the meeting. The
meeting summarized the achievements, experiences, and practices of the project schools supported by Zigen, and discussed the
existing problems, as well as arrangements for the next steps of work.

The first stop was a visit to the Shitou Township Central Primary School, which has played a leading role in the demonstration



and guidance in project construction since the initiation of the Zigen project.
The school's projects in environmental education, characteristic clubs, local
culture, and ecological teaching materials left a deep impression on everyone
during the observation activities.

Representatives from schools in Songtao County, Guizhou Province, shared
their respective projects related to Green Eco Schools in 2023. Among them, the
Ethnic Elementary School in Panxin Town introduced their project integrating
environmental education with subject culture. During the class on "Integration
of Environmental Education and Subject Culture," teachers discussed the
severe damage to the environment, the crisis facing biodiversity and cultural
diversity, the depletion of natural resources, and the impact of human activities
on climate change, emphasizing the urgency of raising awareness of the
environment through environmental education and taking action.

Subsequently, Panshi Township Elementary School shared their project
on local culture and education, reflecting on the crisis faced by local culture
under trends such as urbanization and industrialization, and realizing the
importance and value of local culture and cultural diversity for rural sustainable
development.

The theme shared by Luoman Elementary School in Zhaiying Town, Songtao
County, was "Bringing Traditional Art into Campus," highlighting the school's
colorful extracurricular activities. The "I am a Little Roller Dragon Heir"
intangible cultural heritage course was loved by students and greatly enriched
their school life while promoting the inheritance and development of intangible
cultural heritage.

Wuluo Township Elementary School shared their project titled "Together to Protect Green Mountains and Clean Waters."
Located at the northern foot of Fanjing Mountain, one of the Five Great Buddhist Mountains in China, the school launched social
practice activities themed "Finding High-quality Water Sources" to promote civilization and hygiene in the town and achieve the
goal of "educating a student, influencing a family, affecting a community, and civilizing the whole society."

The two-day exchange and practice activity included field visits to "Green Eco Schools," listening to reports on the creation
of Green Eco Schools, and exchanges and discussions between Yunnan and Guizhou. Teachers participating in the activity
expressed their determination to further unite and strengthen cooperation as project schools to make new and greater
contributions to rural revitalization and sustainable development with practical actions.

rEHEHLZEYRFEHT Adolescent Girls Sex Health Educationy

st - B - ARBk | AR CHEIEMEERS R BOmsIREs

The Rural Adolescent Girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training
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Background of the Project: In recent years, with the support of special
funds from the central government to encourage social organizations to
participate in social service projects, the "Rural adolescent girls Sex Health
Education Teachers Training" was implemented in Songtao Miao Autonomous
County, Guizhou. A total of 100 frontline teachers participated in the training,
and 83 frontline teachers from 27 junior high schools conducted 680 sessions
of teaching for students in grades seven to nine. As a result, a total of 37,667
female students benefited from the counseling sessions, providing care and assistance for the healthy and safe growth of glrls in
rural areas, especially for left-behind girls in boarding schools.

From December 23rd to 25th, 2023, the "Rural adolescent girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training" for Songtao, Guizhou
, was held at the Sixth Elementary School in Songtao County. Under the organization and coordination of the Songtao County
Education Bureau, 30 teachers from 29 middle schools, including Songtao No.2 High School, Songtao National Boarding School,
and Huangban Town Middle School, participated in the three-day training course.

At the opening ceremony, the person in charge of the education bureau in Songtao County shared the achievements and
experiences of the "Rural adolescent girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training" implemented in Songtao County since 2021
by the Zigen Fund. They urged all teachers to actively participate in learning and discussions, and called on everyone to engage
more deeply in the sex health counseling work for adolescent girls in Songtao County in the future.

During this training, a participatory approach was used to create an environment of mutual learning, exchange, and support,
aiming to break the taboos surrounding sexual education among the participating teachers and foster a correct understanding
of sexual education. Throughout the training period, teachers learned about various topics including physiological and
psychological changes during adolescence, sex health knowledge, and engaged in interactive discussions and teaching trials.
The objective of the training was to help teachers better understand and impart sex health education during adolescence,
providing students with appropriate guidance and support. Teachers participating in the training actively engaged in interactive
exchanges and discussions on sexual education topics based on their experiences in their work, interactions with family
members, children, parents, and students

One participating teacher provided feedback on the effectiveness of this training, stating, "In just three days of training, |
gained new insights into my career planning and reignited a passionate desire to do something meaningful. I, who previously
had limited knowledge, now have a comprehensive understanding of comprehensive sexual education. | learned that sex health
education is not just about imparting knowledge; more importantly, it's about helping adolescent girls establish correct values
and self-awareness. By understanding their own physical and emotional changes, they can better understand themselves
and make healthier, wiser decisions. Additionally, it helps girls develop a sense of self-protection and learn how to protect
themselves when necessary. We need to break traditional taboos and make sex health education an indispensable part of every
child's growth process. | will start with myself and immediately engage in equal dialogue and discussions with my daughter at
home, ensuring that her growth does not lack the component of sex health education.'
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During this training, the Zigen Project donated the book "From Protection to Empowerment: Teacher's Handbook for sex
health Education for Rural Adolescent Girls" to each participant. Additionally, the Education Bureau of Songtao County awarded
continuing education credits to the 30 participating teachers and encouraged them to actively engage in sex health education
for adolescent girls. Upon returning to their schools, the teachers were encouraged to conduct specialized counseling sessions
for students.

Up to the present, the Zigen Project's "Rural adolescent girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training" has benefited nearly
a thousand frontline teacher counselors, 200 county-level trainers, and over 46,000 elementary and middle school girls in 10
counties across 7 provinces. This initiative has garnered attention and coverage from media outlets such as the "China Social
News" and has been included in the "Compilation of Social Service Projects Participated by Social Organizations Supported by
Central Finance."
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The learning experience of students in Rural adolescent girls Sex Health Education Class:
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Eighth-grade student Xiao Jie:

Adolescence is a very sensitive period. Many girls, because of a single comment from a boy, start to reject their
physical changes, feel ashamed of their physiological changes, and believe that the onset of menstruation will subject
them to strange looks from others.

In fact, it's not like that at all. I want to tell them that there's no need to feel ashamed of physiological changes.
The changes girls go through are very normal, and we don't need to feel ashamed or inferior. We should also face our
physiological changes positively and not feel inferior because of them. The arrival of menstruation proves that we are
normal, and we should be grateful that we are normal, and scary diseases won't appear on us. So, while adolescence is
indeed sensitive, we don't need to feel ashamed or inferior.
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Seventh-grade student Xiao Min:

Adolescence is an important period in our lives, and we need to pay attention to both our physical and mental health
during this time. First of all, we need to understand the normal physiological changes that occur during adolescence,
including changes in the body and mind.

Due to the secretion of estrogen, we may experience voice changes, breast enlargement, and menstruation. We need to
understand that menstruation is a very normal thing, and the world shines brightly because of women. We don't need to
be shy about it; we should accept it openly and confidently. Regarding our mental health, we may develop different feelings
towards the opposite sex, but it's okay. These are normal psychological changes during adolescence, and we should face
them positively. It's a sign of our growth. Youth is like summer, passionate but fleeting. We should cherish our youth.
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Eighth-grade student Xiao Bai:

Entering adolescence, both boys and girls undergo physiological changes. We should not develop negative emotions
like inferiority because of these changes; instead, we should face them positively and accept them willingly.

Adolescence also brings about some "hazy" emotions. Youth is the most beautiful time in everyone's life. "Youth
does not return; it is hard to regain the morning." In this golden age, we should fully utilize our strengths, play to our
advantages, and constantly improve ourselves. Youth is very fleeting, and we should not waste our prime years on
meaningless things. Instead, we should cherish our time and strive to become a better version of ourselves.
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The Seminar on Vocational Education Promoting Sustainable Rural Revitalization
and the Revitalizing Village: Rural sustainable Leadership Training Program were
successfully held in Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County, Hebei Province
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On November 7, 2023, the Seminar on Vocational Education Promoting Sustainable Rural Revitalization and the Revitalizing
Village: Rural sustainable Leadership Training Program were successfully held in Qinglong Manchu Autonomous County, Hebei
Province. Nearly 150 participants attended the seminar and opening ceremony. Among them were leaders and experts from
the organizing units, representatives of typical cases of short videos "Rural Revitalization, You and Me Together" sponsored by
the Department of Vocational Education and Adult Education of the Ministry of Education, representatives of the China Zigen
Green Eco Village Project cooperation units, leaders and staff from the Qinglong County Education and Sports Bureau, County
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Agriculture and Rural Bureau, and County Vocational and Technical Education [}l (N l j& W” 2 ﬂ T
Center, rural revitalization cadres in charge of various towns in Qinglong B -

County, cadres in charge of member units participating in rural revitalization,
representatives of selected trainees from various towns participating in rural
revitalization, responsible persons for adult education from town general
schools in Qinglong County, some members of village committees, and
representatives of vocational education, adult education, and community
education teachers from Huairou District, Beijing, Xinzhou District, Wuhan City,
Hubei Province, Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province, and Lulong County, Hebei
Province.

The three-and-a-half-day training program for leadership development
in sustainable rural revitalization officially commenced in Qinglong Manchu
Autonomous County, Hebei Province. The training was organized by the China
Adult Education Association, jointly sponsored by China Zigen, China Education
TV, and Qinglong County People's Government, and jointly undertaken by
Qinglong County Education and Sports Bureau, County Agriculture and Rural
Bureau, and County Vocational and Technical Education Center.

This training was divided into two classes, Class A and Class B, conducted
simultaneously. Class A had 54 students, mainly consisting of teachers engaged
in vocational education and adult education, including representatives of
typical cases of short videos "Rural Revitalization, You and Me Together"
sponsored by the Department of Vocational Education and Adult Education
of the Ministry of Education, responsible persons for adult education from
town general schools in anglong County, and representatives of vocational . i E
education, adult education, and community education teachers from Huairou District, Beijing, Xinzhou District, Wuhan City,
Hubei Province, Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province, and Lulong County, Hebei Province. Class B had 51 students, including town
cadres and representatives of selected trainees engaged in rural revitalization work in Qinglong County, representatives of
village cadres, and representatives of teachers from the County Vocational and Technical Education Center.

rég e A3CEAFE Green Eco Villages
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Qinglong, Hebei: Monkey Stick Dance, welcome spring coming
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At the beginning of 2024, inside the Cultural Center of Qinglong Manchu
Autonomous County in Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province, Mr. Qiu Guangyi,
a provincial-level inheritor of Monkey Stick, he adorned in yellow clothes,
wearing a tiger skin headband around the waist, and holding short sticks in
both hands... Several local veteran artists to rehearse for the upcoming Spring
Festival intangible cultural heritage performance.

Qinglong's Monkey Stick is a folk dance with a unique performance style
of the Manchu people in Qinglong, which has been passed down for over 300
years. The Monkey Stick performance includes stage performances, yangko,
street performances, and square cultural performances. It is an essential
cultural feast for celebrating traditional festivals in the area.
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The Villagers' Assembly: Establish Lifelong Learning in Rural Communities
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On January 22nd, 2024, residents of Luojiawan Village in Zhangdian Village, Xinzhou, Wuhan, gathered to discuss the
construction of a village council chamber and a village library.

During the meeting, after thorough discussions, it was unanimously decided to establish a village council chamber and a
village library in Luojiawan. This decision aimed to facilitate village discussions, promote interaction among residents, enhance
community cohesion, and provide residents with a communal "rural library" and a shared "spiritual home."

Upon hearing about the plans to establish a village council chamber and a village library in Luojiawan, residents eagerly
participated and contributed financially and physically. In addition to support from Zigen, the residents of Luojiawan Village
also donated money and goods. With the establishment of the village council, the collective effort to develop Luojiawan was
strengthened. Projects aimed at benefiting the residents progressed more rapidly, resulting in more smiles on the faces of
villagers and an overall improvement in the village environment.

Observing the changes occurring in Luojiawan, Luo Yibing, the secretary of the Zhangdian Village Party Branch, expressed
that the establishment of the village council provided a new avenue for addressing practical issues. Through face-to-face
communication, council members could fully understand the needs and opinions of the villagers, which facilitated making
informed decisions to meet their demands.

FpHE#B 5255 A7 PUBLIC EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WELFARE TALENT
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The Third Scholarship Award Ceremony and the Exchange Meeting for Innovative
Research Projects on Rural Education for Sustainable Development were held in
Southwest University
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To encourage young college students to actively engage in rural
education and social services, and to cultivate individuals with volunteer
spirit and innovative consciousness in the field of contemporary education,
the Third Scholarship Award Ceremony and the Exchange Meeting for
Innovative Research Projects were held at Southwest University on
December 20, 2023.

Student Zhang Xin, the recipient of the scholarship, shared her exciting
experiences of participating in the summer social practice project of the
Zigen Program at the Faculty of Education, expressing her determination
to devote herself to rural revitalization. Yu Jiagi reported on the innovative
social practice projects of the Agricultural Culture Education Innovation
Society during winter and summer breaks, as well as the rich achievements
gained, sharing her own growth and insights. Mr. Zhang, Bin from the Rural
Revitalization Strategy Research Institute quoted "The Way of the University
lies in the cultivation of virtue, the service to the people, and the pursuit of
the ultimate goodness," hoping that students can transform the external
material incentives into internal spiritual forces through practice.
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drink from the stream should cherish its source." | believe that the
students of the Faculty of Education at Southwest University will live
up to expectations. They will cultivate themselves diligently, showcase
their talents on the vast stage of the rural field, and use their youth to
perpetuate the education of local culture endlessly.

| Zigen Fund

"Those who seek truth should contemplate the tree; those who

Comprehensive Record of the Summer Special Social Practice of the Southwest University
Faculty of Education's Agricultural Culture and Sustainable Development Project for Rural
Aesthetic Education

In order to thoroughly implement the strategic requirements of promoting rural revitalization comprehensively, to
explore the educational value of agricultural culture, and to promote education empowering rural revitalization, from
July 12th, 2023, the Faculty of Education at Southwest University, in collaboration with Zigen and local organizations,
conducted the 13th Summer Special Social Practice Activity of the Agricultural Culture and Sustainable Development
Project for Rural Aesthetic Education. A team of 14 members, led by instructor Li Xueyin from the Faculty of Education
at Southwest University, participated in activities including oral history education at the Chongging Bayu Agricultural
Culture Exhibition Hall, rural cultural research, ecological industry investigation, and rural children's aesthetic education
sessions at Wangtian Village in Baotian Dong and Miao Ethnic Township, Huitong County, Hunan Province.

1.Agricultural Culture Exhibition Hall: Preserving Cultural Heritage through Oral Narratives and

Educational Transmission.

In this five-day oral history project, the focus was on organizing and supplementing oral history materials. Team
members systematically read, categorized, and organized the existing 300,000-word oral records. Additionally, they
conducted four visits to meet with Mrs. Lin, a local doctor, and Mrs. Hu, Maoyu, a centenarian. During their visit, they
explored the life stories and medicinal value behind various plants, integrating scientific and humanistic perspectives to
create plant specimens and archives. This expanded the dimension of traditional Chinese medicine within agricultural
culture. Furthermore, they collaborated with the Agricultural Culture Exhibition Hall to establish a new botanical garden
dedicated to Mrs. Lin. In their conversations with Mrs. Hu Maoyu, they unearthed the folklore culture in the Caijiadi area
of Beibei.

2. The Most Beautiful Wangtian Village Artistic Study Tour: Landscape Exploration Empowered by
Aesthetic Education

Wangtian Village is located in the northwest part of Huitong County, Hunan Province. Situated in a mountainous area,
it boasts rich ecological resources and a profound historical and cultural heritage. Under the guidance of Secretary Mr.
Huang Bo and local female entrepreneur Mrs. Zhang Wangchuan, known as the "Chili Heroine," members of the practice
team visited and researched local folk culture, including the municipal-level intangible cultural heritage "Grass Dragon
Dance" and the ancient oil pressing workshop in Shejia Village, Qinglang Township. The Grass Dragon Dance research
group visited Caiyungu to meet with Mr. Zhang Xuting, the sixth-generation inheritor, and Mrs. Liang Meiyun, the seventh-
generation inheritor of the Grass Dragon Dance. They conducted a systematic investigation into the historical evolution,
structural characteristics, weaving techniques, inheritance mechanisms, and performance systems of the Grass Dragon
Dance. Meanwhile, the ancient oil pressing research group went to the ancient oil pressing workshop in Shejia Village,
Qinglang Township, to observe and film the process of traditional oil pressing. They combined the oral accounts of
the traditional oil pressing inheritors with on-site investigations to document the historical stories and disappearing
craftsmanship.

During the research and investigation process, the practice team also concurrently conducted the Rural Children's
Aesthetic Education School. Based on the principle of aesthetic education, which integrates rural daily life experiences
with educational experiences, and combines emotional experiences with logical thinking, the practice team transformed
the results of rural cultural research and ecological industry investigation into aesthetic education curriculum resources.
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Focusing on the local industry characteristic of "chili peppers" and the municipal-level intangible cultural heritage "Grass
Dragon Dance," the team conducted project-based learning to enhance students' cultural perception and confidence.
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Zigen were invited to participate in the Sixth World Education Frontier Forum
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On December 2nd, 2023, the Sixth World Education Frontier
Forum with the theme "Climate, Education, Learning: Turning the
Tide, Starting with Me" was held online. The forum was hosted by

World Education

’{k Frontiers Forum El‘l . ﬁﬁ . ;

the China Education 30 Forum. A total of 37 experts and scholars
from mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, as well as the
United States, Japan, Malaysia, and other countries, gathered
to discuss their latest research findings and effective practical
explorations in climate change education. They elaborated on the
relationship between climate change and education from various
perspectives, highlighting the importance of implementing
climate change education.

Mrs. Yang, Guiping delivered a keynote speech titled
"Sustainable Development and Education for Sustainable
Development - Deficiency, Necessity, and Urgency." She N \World Education BARE ke
explored the crucial role of education in promoting sustainable W Frontiers Forum SR - RE « F3: NiRIER, BHEALE
development and addressing climate change. Mrs. Yang introduced , = R
the four pillars of sustainable development and systematically - "
shared the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United e Tara o T A e
Nations. This led to a discussion on the concept, content, themes, R, O TR A, : BT
and characteristics of Education for Sustainable Development WERRERRER, O : e
(ESD), as well as why promoting education for sustainable
development is deficient, necessary, and urgent. Mrs. Yang,
Guiping provided a comprehensive overview of the work being
done by Zigen to promote education for sustainable development.
In conclusion, Mrs. Yang emphasized the importance of
sustainable development education, advocating for everyone to ~ >y
have environmental knowledge, awareness, and action, to respect M) frondadieone =g - BB - 23 Nl BERE
the culture of their hometown, to be diligent and thrifty, to respect [ — ™ e ]
the elderly and care for the young, and to participate in building
sustainable villages.

Mrs. Gao, Lin, Director of the China Zigen Project Department,
presented on the topic "Integration of Three Teachings into ESD
to Cultivate Responsible Citizens." She introduced how Zigen
has been promoting sustainable development education in rural
areas of China since 2016. The goal is to systematically integrate
education for sustainable development into basic education,
vocational education, and adult education. This initiative aims
to mainstream sustainable development education and cultivate
knowledge, awareness, attitudes, and skills related to important topics of sustainable development for everyone, including
children, youth, women, and the elderly. The objective is to engage everyone in actions that promote sustainable development.

Mr. Han, Zhongling, a trainer from the Zigen Teachers Training program, presented on the topic "Overall Layout and
Promotion Path of 'Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers Training'." Drawing from his experience of participating in the
training organized by China Zigen and subsequently growing into a trainer and conducting training promotion, he systematically
introduced the training objectives, contents, and modes of teacher training. The presentation also covered supporting the
establishment of local trainer teams at the county level and conducting county-level training promotion, organizing expert
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teams to develop public teaching cases on sustainable development education themes, and supporting rural teachers
participating in the training to write teaching cases on sustainable development education themes and conduct teaching
practices and activities.

Mrs. Yang, Hehua, a mathematics teacher at the Zhongxin Elementary School in Songtao, Guizhou, presented on the
topic "Join Hands to Protect the Green Mountains and Clean Waters." She introduced the progress of the "Green Ecological
Civilization School" project supported by China Zigen in which Zhongxin Elementary School has been participating since 2019.
Mrs. Yang focused on highlighting the school's efforts in strengthening environmental education and awareness of sustainable
development, organizing teachers to design environmental education and sustainable development teaching activities, and
coordinating activities related to environmental protection for both teachers and students.

Mr. Wang, Wenshuang, the principal of Shanshen Temple Boarding Elementary School in Qinglong Manchu Autonomous
County, Hebei Province, presented on the topic "Practicing the Concept of Ecological Civilization, Creating the Future of
Sustainable Development Education." He introduced how since 2017, Shanshen Temple Boarding Elementary School, with the
support of China Zigen, has integrated the Green Eco School project and sustainable development education into the overall
school plan and formulated implementation plans. They have conducted specialized teacher training and research activities
on sustainable development, developed school-based teaching materials, and promoted interactions between teachers and
students with villages and parents visiting schools to promote the dissemination of green eco concepts, conduct environmental
protection activities, and promote the inheritance of local culture.

Mr. Li, Zhaoge, Director of the Teaching Department of the Qinglong, Hebei, presented on the topic "Adjusting Professional
Structure, Serving Economic Transformation, and Supporting Environmental Protection." He systematically introduced how the
vocational and technical education center in Qinglong County adjusted its professional layout to serve the development of the
county's green economy. They strengthened training to enhance teachers' awareness of sustainable development, developed
curriculum resources for sustainable development education, conducted thematic activities to improve students' sustainability
literacy, and deepened training for farmers to contribute to rural revitalization efforts.

Mrs. Bao, Jiying, the first secretary of Dasendian Village in Qinglong, Hebei, presented on the topic "Building Green Villages
and Embarking on the Road to Common Prosperity." She introduced how Dasendian Village, with the support of the Zigen
Project since 2001, has implemented the concept of "people-oriented, sustainable development" through training and learning
by the village committee members. They invited scholars, experts, cadres, and the masses to jointly formulate a plan for green
village development. Through comprehensive management of mountains, forests, rivers, and fields, as well as the coordinated
development of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, and other industries, they collectively mapped out a 20-year roadmap
for the development of Dasendian Village into a "Green Eco village."
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The China-Southeast Asia Seminar on "Promoting Rural Sustainable Development
through Education from the Perspective of Ecological Civilization"
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The "Education for Promoting Rural Sustainable Development
from the Perspective of Ecological Civilization" seminar was
successfully held at Beijing Normal University on December 10-11,
2023. Co-organized by the International Center for Rural Education
Research and Training of UNESCO, the China Zigen, Beijing Normal
University, the UNESCO China Sustainable Development Education
Project Team at the Beijing Academy of Educational Sciences,
the Asia Institute of Science and Technology, and the Secretariat
of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization. The
event attracted over 200 onsite participants and nearly 4000 online
viewers.

During the opening ceremony, Mr. Qin, Changwei, Secretary-
General of the National Commission of the People's Republic of

Youth on the Moves,
m Taking Respons Actiolg

Ve

China for UNESCO, Mr. Zhou, Zuoyu, Vice President of Beijing Normal % v o Suamas
L : . - . ALS
University, Mr. Liu, Zhanjun, Vice President of the Beijing Academy of S, CWALS ?;Q

Educational Sciences delivered speeches. Video addresses were also
given by Mr. Xia, Zehan from the UNESCO East Asia Multi-Sectoral
Regional Office and Datuk Dr. Habibah Abdul Rahim, Secretary-
General of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization.

Throughout the seminar, experts and practitioners from the

O SUSTAINABLE

fields of education and rural development in countries such as i@ Dveoeuan
. . . D GLALS
Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand, as well as representatives <«

from UNESCO and youth actively engaged in social practices, were : ‘%’@
invited to speak on the theme of "Educational Reform to Promote ‘9’
Rural Sustainable Development." They discussed in-depth how
to deepen cooperation and establish partnerships. In addition to
keynote speeches, the seminar featured three parallel sessions =
focusing on "Sustainable Development Education in Vocational and Adult Education," "Enhancing the Integration of Sustainable
Development Education in School Education," and "Youth Action, Shared Responsibility."

Youth mobilization and empowerment, as one of the five priority actions for implementing Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD), are crucial for realizing a better and more sustainable future for all. In line with the "Youth Participation in
Rural Sustainable Development Action Initiative" released at the 2022 seminar, the Agricultural Education Center and its partners
invited young people from 12 domestic and international universities and institutions to share their successful experiences and
practices in promoting sustainable development. They also launched a global call for case studies titled "Youth Perspective on
Rural Sustainable Development,” viewing young people globally as key actors in achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda, providing a platform for youth dedicated to rural education and rural development to promote intergenerational
dialogue and jointly explore future development paths.

The closing remarks were delivered by Michael Omolewa, member of the Board of Directors of the Agricultural Education
Center, Chairperson of the 32nd General Conference of UNESCO, and former Nigerian Ambassador to UNESCO, who urged young
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people to lead change and promote rural education and rural Q) sustamaae o
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development, contributing youth power to achieving sustainable
development goals.

The seminar further promoted cross-regional exchanges among
practitioners in the fields of education and rural development
in China and Southeast Asia. Experts and youth representatives
in attendance expressed their hope to deepen exchanges,
cooperation, and partnerships through the platform of the China-
Southeast Asia "Education for Promoting Rural Sustainable
Development from the Perspective of Ecological Civilization"
seminar, enhancing international understanding of education's
role in promoting rural sustainable development. At the same
time, the conference called on the younger generation to actively
participate and contribute to rural sustainable development. This
seminar is a continuation of last year's seminar, demonstrating the continued efforts of the Agricultural Education Center to
focus on and promote this important issue.
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The 13th Philanthropy Festival: China Zigen has been awarded the "2023 Annual
Philanthropic Organization Award".
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The 13th Philanthropy Festival and the 2023 ESG Impact Annual e e w
Conference will be held in Beijing on January 23rd and 24th, 2024. o . sme; w sanxern

China Zigen has been invited to attend and has been awarded the = s

"2023 Annual Philanthropic Organization Award". President Luo,
Yixian has also been invited to attend and deliver a keynote speech

- A
at the opening ceremony. ; pHuANT;?m ’g, P F&
The Philanthropy Festival was established in 2011 as the EESI - -

first domestic festival named "Philanthropy" jointly initiated by S T
ShuYangNet and ShuYang Philanthropy, aiming to promote the 1B FESRI
spirit of philanthropy, advocate for philanthropic behavior, and
provide a platform for in-depth dialogue, cooperation, and communication among multiple parties to continue transmitting the
surging power of positivity and goodness.

Previously, the China Zigen Green Eco School Project was honored with the "2021 Annual Philanthropic Project Award" at the
11th Philanthropy Festival. Mrs. Yang, Guiping, the founder and chief expert of China Zigen, was honored with the "2022 Annual
Philanthropic Figure Award" at the 12th Philanthropy Festival.

In 2024, China Zigen will focus on practical work closely related to the comprehensive promotion of rural revitalization and
the construction of a sustainable China.
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FH RS EAT T, B T EE AN AT E Please cut down the donation form along the broken line and mail it to us.

Your tax deductable contribution will make a significant difference for
the rural children in China

$50 $100 $150 $200 $250
$500 $1000 $2000 $5000 OTHER
Name (English)

(Chinese)
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Please make check payable to: THE ZIGEN FUND

$100 would support a rural child and would fulfill the dream of realizing a Green Eco School.
50,000 rural children and 100 Green Eco Schools await your support !

To make credit card or paypal a donation, please visit us at http://zigenfund.org/donate/, or mail your check
to our return address. 3% X Z ik
The Zigen Fund, 136-61 41st Avenue, #355, Flushing, NY 11355

Thank You for Your Support!



