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The local culture course Cun Zi Dance of the Man Nationality in Dasendian Primary School, Qinglong County, Hebei Province
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Follow the path of common prosperity
——Dasendian Village in Qinglong County, Hebei Province as a case of its
Green Eco Village program for sustainable development

Li Guangdui

Before 2003, Dasendian Village had been separated
from the outside world by a river, with floods in summer
and ice in winter. Whether it was students going to
school, villagers seeing a doctor, or circulating products,
it was all a challenge. Building a bridge became the main
concern of every villager. It also became the starting
point for Zigen to support the construction of Dasendian
Village as a Green Eco Village. It is worth noting that
the more activities are carried out around the basic
needs of the villagers, the more widely the villagers can
participate. Once the power of the masses is mobilized,
it is no longer an activity to help the poor and for charity,
but to truly build the village. Zigen supports the basic

needs never for relief and charity, but to rely on and
mobilize the masses to build their own homes.

I. Comprehensive development and poverty
alleviation

1. Development planning of the village

Over the past twenty years, Zigen has worked with
Dasendian Village to explore and jointly develop and
participate in the implementation of four five-year
plans to build a learning village, promote organizational
development of villagers, and unite multiple parties to
support the implementation of the plans.

The first plan is the "Green Eco Village Plan" and
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the "Village Survey Outline" drafted by Zigen and the
local community, guided by the concept of "promoting
people-centered sustainable development". Green
Eco Village is based on the basic needs of villagers
and promotes comprehensive and sustainable
development of the village. Specifically, it includes
supporting basic education, providing villagers with
multi-channel learning opportunities, basic health care,
supporting villagers' cooperative economy, promoting
environmentally friendly technologies, and passing on
the excellent local culture of their hometown.

The second five-year plan is to build residential
communities by 2010, so that villagers can live in new
communities at low cost. The new residential community
adopts solar heating, which is economical, sanitary,
energy-saving as well as emission-reducing. It was
awarded as a provincial energy-saving and low-carbon
demonstration community. The old area was gradually
developed into guesthouses and industrial buildings
to broaden the channels for villagers to start their own
businesses and increase their income from employment.
After that, the village was awarded as the beautiful
leisure village in Hebei Province.

The third five-year plan is to build an agricultural
and rural spatial ecosystem with "five zones and four
cooperatives". The "five zones and four cooperatives"
include the planting zone, the breeding zone, the
residential zone, the recreation zone, and the integrated
agricultural service zone, as well as the sheep breeding
cooperative, the fruit cooperative, the financial mutual
aid cooperative, and the edible fungi cooperative. This
stage of planning is to realize the union of cooperatives
through the integrated agricultural service center as
a link to establish an agricultural and rural ecosystem
of industrial integration, recycling and integrated
development of the planting zone, breeding zone,
residential zone and recreation zone in terms of space
and resources.

The fourth five-year plan focuses on the development
of rural tourism and rural pension services, inheritance of

Manchu culture, the development of cultural industries
with ethnic characteristics, the construction of villagers
learning center and a learning village. Rural areas are
very short of talents, and they can expand the manpower
for rural development by strengthening villagers'
learning and attracting outsiders to come to the village
for tourism and locals to return to their hometowns for
business and living in their old age. With the support of
Zigen, the local area implements the initiative of utilizing
old school buildings to build a villagers' learning center
to cultivate a vibrant workforce for rural revitalization

and sustainable development.

Four successive village development plans have
progressed in an orderly manner. After 20 years of hard
work, Dasenden Village has also made dramatic changes,
and in February 2021, the Dasenden Village Party Branch
won the highest honor of "National Advanced Group in
Poverty Alleviation"!

2. Organizing the villagers for collaboration,
participation and common interests

The fruit cooperative that gradually grows out
from the crown pear association, financial mutual aid
cooperative, edible fungi cooperative, sheep breeding
cooperative and integrated agricultural service center
promote the prosperity of industry and common wealth.
The Dasendian Senior Citizens Association, the Manchu
stilt Yangge group as a project of the provincial-level
intangible cultural heritage, women's volunteer team and
handicraft workshops are important organizations that
promote civilization and social harmony in the village.
The villagers have organized themselves to increase their
ability to interface with the market and to increase the
internal governance of the

village, and they are also pursuing the "common
prosperity road where no one is left behind" of
collaboration, participation and common interests.

3. Preserving the school and building a learning
village

As early as 2008, Zigen teacher Yang Guiping made a
more systematic and in-depth analysis of the process of



dismantling teaching points and combining schools and
the impact on farmers and rural development in the
paper "On the Negative Impact of Dismantling Teaching
Points and Combining Schools on Poor Farmers and
Rural Areas." Zigen's efforts to retain Dasendian
Primary School from the education authorities paid
off. The program provides systematic support in the
areas of full curriculum development, teacher training,
co-construction of the village and the school, and
improvement of environmental conditions. The school
has grown from a teaching site with only 15 students
enrolled every other year to a full Primary school with
over 180 students. The school, families and the village
are involved in the joint construction of the school. By
organizing a parents' school and community education,
labor education, environmental education, and heritage
of local culture, we have cultivated learning organizations
for different groups of people, such as women and the
elderly, and promoted the building of a new village, the
fight against poverty and the revitalization of the village.

The implementation of development planning
and the struggle against poverty in Dasendian Village
shows that only through integrated development can
comprehensive and systematic poverty eradication be
achieved. The deep and continuous participation of
social organizations in village development plays an
important role. The construction of a learning village and
the organization of villagers is an endogenous force for
villagers to give full play to their principal role in creative
participation in village development.

Il. Sustainable development and rural
revitalization

A better life is not just about meeting the needs of
material life through increased production, but about
addressing the problem of unbalanced and insufficient
development through the integrated construction of
economic, social, cultural, political and ecological

civilizations, and achieving the unity of comprehensive
human development and sustainable social
development.

1. Promote the balanced development of the "five-
in-one" system

The projects that Zigen supports in Dasendian Village
cover a wide range of economic, environmental, cultural,
and educational aspects. However, no matter which
area is supported, the projects are not isolated, but are
mutually inclusive. When conducting the tree-planting
project, Zigen organized and trained villagers with
planting needs through several seminars. Together, we
agreed on a plan to plant pine trees on the mountain,
dried fruits on the hillside, fruits at the bottom of the
mountain, with intercropping of herbs. Eventually,
green planting methods such as mixed agroforestry
planting, fruit and medicine intercropping, methane
fertilization, natural farming methods, and biological
pest control were implemented to promote a balance
of economic and ecological benefits. This tree-planting
project directly promotes industrial integration, dynamic
economy and space for farmers to increase their
income, and indirectly promotes ecological protection,
enrichment of rural cultural life, and development of
villagers' ability to self-organize and participate in village
governance.

2. Facilitating the participation of "five groups of
people" in development

The general requirements to build rural areas with
thriving businesses, pleasant living environments,
social etiquette and civility, effective governance, and
prosperity, as proposed by the rural revitalization
strategy, are primarily focused on the needs of children,
women, the elderly, those who stay in the village to work
as farmers or start their own business, and those who
migrate to work. It is inseparable from the subjective
participation of the local villagers. In the "Revitalizing
Village: Rural Sustainable Leadership Training Program"



6 | Zigen Fund

developed by Zigen, it is emphasized that village leaders
should fully recognize that "different people in the village
have different needs," "each group of people in the
village has a special value for sustainable development,"
and "everyone is responsible for sustainable
development in the village.

3. Enabling the coherent development of the "five
links"

The five links of "demand research - training and
learning - organization - mechanism building - cultural
consensus" should be coherent throughout.

Zigen supports parent training at Dasendian Primary
School, which has evolved beyond how parents discipline
their children to how to provide adult education tailored
to the needs of different villagers. In particular, it
addresses the women's need to make Manchu crafts and
costumes. The Manchu stilt Yangge group as a project
of the provincial-level intangible cultural heritage has
grown up gradually in this way. They do not perform
Yangge to earn money, but to keep fit, to pass on and
promote it, to live collectively, and to express their
desire for a better new life in their hearts. The in-depth
understanding and long-term accompaniment of social
organizations, and the well-designed projects interlocked
with each other and patiently accumulated experience

Zigen Fund Newsletter

CNWENWS

EHFERIER A& Bk

Follow the path of common prosperity

give rise to a situation in which villagers unite to fight for
their better lives. It all boils down to the importance given
to the process and methods of villagers' participation in
the construction of the village.

Conclusion

Zigen's participation in the development of Dasendian
Village is a microcosm of social forces supporting the
construction of a century-old village. It is not enough to
just provide financial and technical support for village
construction. Long-term, in-depth and systematic
learning and participation in villages is needed, including
mutual assistance and cooperation in many aspects
such as philosophy, talent, culture, organization, and
provision of experience. To promote sustainable village
development, we need to elect village leaders guided
by the right development philosophy and have a long-
term and comprehensive development plan. Moreover,
we should learn from the villagers and promote their
continuous learning, and we should promote the
villagers to organize themselves to bring into play the
wisdom of the masses and the power of the masses to
practice, so as to achieve the overall development of
talents, industry, organization, ecology and culture in the
village.
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——Dasendian Village in Qinglong County, Hebei Province as a case of its Green Eco Village program for sustainable development
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Villagers' Learning Center in Dasendian Village, Qinglong County, Hebei Province completed
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Action Plan for Sustainable Development of Rural Adult Education to Support Rural Revitalization (2021-2026) |
Zigen and China Adult Education Association held a meeting in Beijing to exchange results of the campaign for
sustainable development of rural adult education to support rural revitalization
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Majiang County, Guizhou Province: The first workshop was held in Majiang County for the Traditional
Ecological Wisdom Transmission and Application Project for Village Communities
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Zigen and Qiantong Ancient Town of Zhejiang Province launched a series of training for women on "cultural
and creative arts to revitalize the villages
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Rongjiang County, Guizhou Province: Gaoba Miao Village organized events to protect and pass on the ancient
songs of the Dengmeng Mountain Miao clan
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[Editor's Note] The COVID-19 epidemic has brought far more serious and far-reaching problems to the
economy and society than people imagined, and many families in rural areas who rely on income from migrant
workers and who are already in economic hardship are experiencing a crisis in their livelihood. Since 2020,
Zigen has launched an epidemic grant program in collaboration with local education authorities to provide
grants to primary and secondary school students affected by the epidemic in Hubei, Guizhou and Yunnan to
ensure the basic right to education for children from economically disadvantaged families.
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After receiving the epidemic grant

Wt E£ /Collected by Huang Gang

BHORERN, IREEHNEENES, EE5T0REMER. —/NRRERE TRFREENTE, GX5
SANERAVE B AERIEF AR, RENRNAKRBIEREIAFIRALBENIT T, BREEETIAATAR
88, REGKT —IEERRAKR. #EXE, BMZIMRBANR TR, F+oFF0, XYFKRHE



8

wﬁw | Zigen Fund

| am from a rural area, without the hustle and bustle of
the city, and my life is very frugal and cash-strapped. The
slightest change can upset the balance of my life, like the
sudden epidemic that caught us off guard. Our family's
source of income includes the crop harvest and part-
time work during the slack season, but the epidemic has
made part-time work impossible. We were left without an
important source of income for our family. Just then, our
teacher told us about the grant. | was very happy and it
was a blessing in disguise for me.

TRBFENF (LB)
The sponsored student XiaoQiao (apseudonym)
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During the epidemic, my family's agricultural : L
products were not marketed and piled up in the room, TR AN (L&)
and the bad weather made them easily moldy and The sponsored student
spoiled, which led to low family income. Coupled with XiaoXin (apseudonym)

the fact that my grandparents were sick and the family had a small workforce, my family couldn't make ends
meet.
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Life gives so many misfortunes to poor students. However, | am also incredibly fortunate because Zigen's
sponsorship has resolved many difficulties for me. | will live up to your expectations and be a student of
excellent character and learning at school and a hardworking, considerate and filial person at home. | will
definitely repay the community's care for me with excellent grades and | will learn from your selflessness,
willingness to help and concern for others. | will be grateful and will become a useful person to the society in
the future and do my best for the nation.
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My parents are farmers living in a remote mountain village. When
| was very young, my father was paraplegic in a car accident and was
unable to take care of himself, plunging the family into poverty. From
then on, my mother took up the responsibility of supporting the family
and worked all day long.

Fortunately we were helped by the society, which made me deeply
feel the care from everyone and allowed me to spend more time on my
study. When | needed help most, it was you who extended your selfless
hands and gave us great touch. | will definitely cherish this period

of study life, | will study hard and will become a useful person to the SR E N (B)
society when | grow up. The sponsored student XiaoMing (apseudonym)
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The COVID-19 epidemic has been rampant since the Chinese New Year
of 2020 and has since spread throughout the country and the world. The
epidemic has had an impact on the Chinese economy. Because of the /4
epidemic, people cannot go out to work, and the normal start of school FRBE AN (E)
has been affected. And the epidemic has not ended until now. In such a  The sponsored student XiaoMei (apseudonym)
tough situation, Zigen did not forget the children in the poor mountainous areas and resolutely took out some
money to support the children in the poor mountainous areas, and | was one of the beneficiaries. It took my
parents several days of work and much sweat to earn this money. The grant is incredibly important to my
family. My sister and | spend more than 300 Yuan for academic materials, more than 100 for school supplies,
and the rest can cover part of the household expenses for our family.
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SREPFENE (KB) TRIRLZR, BRERE. FHETE. Bk
The sponsored student Xiaohua (pseudonym) completed her homework and helped her family feed the pigs,
work in the fields, and take care of her younger sister

L BHE RS RNEREZ T HE—RER
Green Eco Education Program Offers a Blue Sky to Rural Children
with Disabilities
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FrRRBREYRE— TS RIERERE. T M) LER
s, EENNE—RESHEEEN, NEEEILE A, &
8 NIFHE; BT 29 A, FRLLEH IS RRS LR 173
SRR BB T, SREERKIIREEIS 0.
A, B 2019 EMAREIRGE AR ISR,

IRBRTERE— IR, RABTIAENA, SESEEaEs,
BEFHEE. RRAYSE0EERFNEESE, SRR —
SPEERIRISARRE 2,

—, EEEENIRE RN

FTERHHEFRMRIIEREET 27 VK, I
HASARLTER T HREIARAN, AU TR, —Hil .
FEEE L TECORAER, BN TMESEHINES, kit e AR R
BHATGENRI S AR S RBAEEEER, EHARTIEMR.

555, BAMARSREIMHT T ARBERES, NOEHI 50 SRFES=HT TIREIN. F—ARRNE,
20 BRTFERIRMEE, WEE, FESSRTL, BAIHAME. W, IS snEsy; S8 204
BF—DMBIRS T —NERMRERR, BEE. £AW. B SEEE AT, BN RERSR, HREH

2019 9 A1 B, BHRERERHTTXIT. 2KFLRHIT. EHEREFRARLSHITERA LD THEARFTET 5K, EA
THABFREFN, HGAEKEABERAE R, —ITALRNTHEREZRFEZAGFETHHFIR, FREZERK, F3MAEITR.



11

REZESMIEEREN—~RF, F=EH108ITT TA, &EF
T Ik, 5 AEECHER, HEEsEtEUBECHITIFE S, {hf#B
SEERENRNEF, EEEHRHENER.

R, BAMEXEZE RS A RIEZRIBRIEERT TIRE,
wmsmEk. HiN. LB, FE ME BFESEEFE)ImE, mA
EE—WBZFRER T AEREFZI TEWRIFERE, BIIEE, K
FIXLERIIR)I, SDERITUFAIS RRIBATES | FNSEER,
AILIEE LXFERIT T 7 BLAIEM, NiziiEIEEexm. A 0 = [
—ARTBANER: "REEMER, BTKHEEER" . B=, BIIBTREIHERNR, B 45 B FEEBCHAT/NY
HithEE N\, RFEBUEERMNING, IS FEENFEMCBCSHIR.

=. BEuiaZrENLRIEE R

BABHAEERSTREMREEAIN, SFeESERAINEETOIEEERENVE. Fit, FMHMTIRVEALK
BORAHHRE (REESFE) | KEOSBRE, XUBEHEREE (REX2ZAREKRE) | XEHLEEeET b
R R, BRERMAISERREN R Fa—ERFUSEETHEM, AREZD, BREE—ERASE, ZXE. ZU.
i, RESEMREL. BREHIRERR.

=, BERBRFREETES

RS IXLE kBRI FINENERTAE, EREFKE BREMEEFERRII—BERENR, MIEXER
[EtEZHSREIRHTEFERE, WRHNGRESHINETZIER, HSIIRRIEZTENE IS, 58,
XLEEZFERERSEIRMEE, ZhI, MEN, FITE, EFSEREeETH, RILEMNLLIKKEREZEN,
MEERBFEIIMERIFIILEES S, XERFEBSRESELZANEAASHER. B, HIMNBILAREEZT
BEERFENBIEFNSEESIMNERIR, BEE—ERIRMERS, MNEERFRICREMIIL. BEEE, A EEUIASE,
HEAHIEHRE, EBEERNL EEREN, SUBECHRE, EXEENEYT, XRERIIAHEEZIN.

M. iLFReESRERRISEL

AHFEESFREOE=SNFE: e, 8RR, BARE,
FRART R 2011 FMEIR T — 1 RE, 22017 FXERT—
SeRE, FRIH—MEE. . RIFFSSHREMNMUERERFHRBES
S8, AFRMERE, BHFESFENRSEIRREMETEIK
. X, FSRIETZAIEEERNER, IDREMUNSBERR L.

FRIEBBFIAMTELBRANERALEENERIMEREZ, =
FEEEFEERN, REXRD, 2OMEEF. MEAHNFEIRS
RIEZTH<SKkTH. FRTAENNEEER—ZEENNTF, &
FHEALY 20 B+EZ U LNHESRIFERSMMELE. FRFEEZEN, BT EEE, BFNREER, FE
FEER, iILBEFREITEMMETRE. HE, EtZitthakaB2 I nRHES, i BRNFEEREENE T, F
BTt BiHES.

S0, SEEEERTRANTMERENSKESBERFRFERRT, IIXEREL TR T EREEEERE
ERT—ERGEE, EEREERRERAINF M HAEERENEY ., EEENR, BRI —ERSReESIES,
PHRRIGEGUNBE, EFIEERET, MISIFEREDINR, RERNMABERS.

HEESBESRIIRENLS T, XEERNZFERBFEENHL —ESEMESL, FAZBRERICER
BOE.

Fengning County Special School is a nine-year consistent special education base providing education and
rehabilitation for school-age children with intellectual, hearing and visual impairment in Fengning County. The
school has 62 children with disabilities in 8 classes, 29 teaching staff, and also provides in-home education for 173
children with disabilities in the county. Through the active liaison and communication of Principal Liang Yanguo and
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corresponding evaluations, the school was listed in the China
Zigen’ s ecologically civilized schools in 2019.

Our school aims to give children with disabilities skills
that will enable them to become disabled but not useless, to
become self-supporting and to live with dignity. After years
of research and practice, our school has exploring a path of
ecological vocational and technical education.

I. Choosing appropriate vocational and technical
education courses

It has been 27 years since the establishment of Fengning
Special School and generations of special educators have been
trying to find a way for these children to develop their future
careers. As many children have been able to earn their own
living, we have been continually following their footsteps to
test whether our previous vocational and technical education
curriculum was the right choice and whether it has achieved the
desired effect.

We first organized school teachers to conduct surveys and
visits, and followed up more than 50 of our graduates organized
into three groups. The first group is the rural group - 20 children
who had returned to the rural area and were engaged in
planting and cultivation. They knew how to grow

vegetables and crops, and knew the importance of protecting
the environment. In the second group, there were 20 children
who worked in the service industry and grew vegetables or
crops at home, including hairdressers, beauticians, chefs, car
repairers, carpenters, painters, and hotel attendants. Small
plots of vegetables and crops were a small addition to their
quality of life. The third group of 10 workers work in welfare
factories. Five of them have their own vegetable fields and can
beautify and green their working environment. They all live a
self-reliant life and are satisfied and happy.

Secondly, we combed through the vocational education
these students had received at school and found they had
participated in training programs on hairdressing, chef,
painting, farming, planting, straw painting and more. For
example, a group of children were sent to Shijiazhuang to learn
professional Chinese massage. As we can see, these vocational
training programs at the school more or less lead and supported
the children’ s future employment. Laying a solid foundation
for them to follow this path, and the training should be said to
work well. As a common saying in rural areas goes, “If the saw
rings, there is sawdust, and if there is sweat, there is harvest.”

Thirdly, we found that 45 children have their own plots of
land or vegetable plots, large or small, and all of them had flowers and plants to beautify their environment. They all
do their own work to beautify their homes.

Il. Establishing an appropriate vocational curriculum

After analyzing the survey results, we found that green ecology plays a significant role in children’ s lives.
Therefore, we divided the vocational and technical education into public education (green ecology courses), skills
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elective education, cultural education (physical, music and artistic courses). In this way, we have established a
curriculum system with green ecology at the core. Using green ecology as the core of our vocational curriculum, we
will choose stable, forward-looking course items that involve technical standards, are easily implemented, can take
effect in a short time, and can keep pace with the times.

Ill. Fostering ecological concepts in children

We have been thinking about how we can help children from rural areas adapt to their living environment, acquire
survival skills, and live a quality life. After graduating from our school, most of the children will return to the rural
areas for to live productive lifes. If our curriculum is closely related to supporting their future, it will make their life
smoother and more comfortable. What’ s more, these children with disabilities live in the unique environment of the
mountains. The food they eat, the trees they plant, and the flowers and plants they raise are all basically organic. The
mountains and rivers are all green, and the country continues to promote and guide environmental protection, all of
which need to learned and understood by the children through the curriculum. We therefore need to educate children
with disabilities on the ecological environment that we live in. They should learn certain planting skills, from handling
farm fertilizer to planting in spring and harvesting in autumn, managing the fields, planting trees and flowers and
beautifying the environment. It is what we hope to see when children leave school and become self-reliant on their
own land, beautifying their own homes and enjoying the beauty of life.

IV. Practically implementing the ecological curriculum

The public ecological program consists of three courses: vegetable course, flower course, and fruit tree course.
A vegetable garden was built in 2011 after the establishment of the school, and an orchard and garden were built in
2017. A good practice site not only makes the campus ecologically beautiful, but also provides the foundation for
the planting curriculum and promotes students’ participation in practice all the time throughout the year. In this
way, we ensure that the children have a place to practice and that the curriculum does not remain merely on the
blackboard.

The school hired veteran teacher Yan Fengli (who has retired) as the teacher of the green planting course. Director
Yan has been in the countryside all his life with a vegetable field in his house, thus becoming a master of farming.
The gardening club arranges its curriculum according to the seasons. Club activities in the school are held on the
afternoons from Monday to Thursday. Approximately 20 middle and high school students over the age of 10 sign up
for the gardening club each semester. Customizing content to students’ ability, teachers will summarize simple
and specific operating procedures and teach them hand in hand, so that children can practice planting vegetables in
person. During this time, other teachers will also come to the base to provide support for Mr. Yan. For example, if the
class has a lot of deaf children, the sign language teachers used to assist in the instruction.

It has been proven that with the continued implementation of the gardening curriculum and the high standard of
practical education closely related to students’ lives, the children with disabilities have become more capable of
taking care of themselves. They have acquired work skills, and are able to grow the necessary ingredients for their
lives after graduation. More importantly, the children have gradually developed an ecological concept, and their
awareness of saving has been significantly enhanced. During the harvest season, they cherish the fruits of their labor
and do not waste food by asking for what they need.

| believe that with the nourishment of the ecological program, the children of these special schools will be more
solid in their pursuit of a better life and will contribute to the creation of a green home.
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Sandian No. 2 Middle School in Xinzhou District, Wuhan City, participated in
the celebration of the third harvest festival in Sandian Street
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On September 23, Sandian Street of Xinzhou District held the third
farmers' harvest festival, singing the joy of harvest with joyful songs
and showing the new achievements of agriculture and the new face of
the countryside.

Zhang Fengxiu, a teacher of Sandian No. 2 Middle School, said, "Our
school's specialty is farming culture, and weaving is one of them. Our
school's philosophy is to make lasting accomplishments by leading
a quiet life. Our weaving is divided into four types: bamboo weaving,
straw weaving, thread weaving and bead weaving. In addition to
learning the skills of weaving, the children also feel the joy of working,
which makes our children grow up in a healthier and happier way. By taking advantage of the harvest festival in
Sandian, we could feel the joy of labor even more."
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Songtao County, Guizhou Province: 309 elementary and middle school
students from difficult families will receive grants throughout the county
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On the end of 2021, a ceremony was held to distribute the "Zigen
Grants for Rural Education and Development" to the Minzu elementary
school in Panxin Township, Songtao County, Guizhou Province. A total

of 60 poor students with good character and academic performance in
Panxin Town Minzu Primary School received the grants.

"Thanks to the financial support from Zigen, | will treasure the
opportunity, constantly perfect myself, upgrade myself, grasp the opportunity, and strive to make me a success.
With a healthy mind and optimistic spirit, | will rise to the challenge, meet all kinds of challenges, always be grateful,
constantly enrich myself and strive to realize the value of my life." Long Zhonglei, a student of Class 1, Grade 5 of the
Minzu elementary school in Panxin Town, who received financial support, said.
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According to Zhang Yunfei, Project Officer of Zigen School Education Service, Zigen will sponsor a total of 246
elementary school students with practical difficulties in six elementary schools in Songtao County with 600 Yuan each
this year, and 63 senior high school students with practical difficulties with 1,000 Yuan each, for a total of more than
200,000 Yuan.
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Ninghai County, Zhejiang Province: Bringing traditional markets into
kindergartens
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Huangyang Market is the largest market before the Chinese New Year
in Qiantong Town, also known as "Ergi Market". With the arrival of the
Huangyang market in Qiantong, it means that the new year is coming.
In order to let children experience the folklore of their hometown, : )
recently, the Qlantong Town Center Kindergarten brought the Huangyang Market into the klndergarten launched a
market event "to find the taste of Qiantong to welcome the Year of the Tiger". Children gathered together to enjoy the
special food, taste the flavor of folk customs, pray for the blessings of the Chinese New Year, and enjoy the beauty of
tradition.
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Rongjiang County, Guizhou Province: A bumper crop of vegetables grown at
the labor practice base of Chemin Primary School
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The vegetables grown at the labor practice base of Chemin Primary
School in Rongjiang County have produced a bumper crop. In addition
to supplying the school canteen with vegetables, there is still a lot of
surplus. An important part of the school's New Year's Day events in 2022
is to organize senior students to sell the fruits of their labor on the streets to the residents of the county. All proceeds
from the sales will be invested in the construction of the school's labor practice base, the purchase of additional
equipment, seeds, tools and other uses. The students were able to taste the sweetness of the fruits of their labor.
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Zigen held an online training session for the "Environmental Education" program
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In order to further strengthen the knowledge and understanding of environmental education among all members,
improve the professionalism of sustainable development, and accumulate experience and materials for the upgrading
of the "Together Building Sustainable Village: Teachers Training Program" and the establishment of the e-learning
platform, Teacher Yang Guiping, the chief expert of Zigen, conducted an online training session for the first module of
"Environmental Education and Teaching Practice" on February 23.

Through careful organization and design, this training and learning session achieved a close combination of online
lectures, group discussions and individual sharing. After the meeting, we had sufficient exchange and feedback on the
lecture format, length and activity design of the online training and reached a consensus. It was emphasized that both
the core knowledge of the course should be guaranteed and the interactive participation in the classroom should be
highlighted. This online training activity will be a good inspiration and reference for the upgrading, improvement and
launching of other courses online.
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Ninghai County, Zhejiang Province: Qiantong Town Center Primary School
introduced excellent traditional culture into the school
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On February 17, the school was bustling with activities as e
teachers and students cheerfully shared the joyful moments
brought by the traditional festival. Children carried out
traditional lantern display, traditional sharing session on the
Chinese New Year and traditional handwritten posters on
festivals. The children took matters into their own hands and
went into the tradition to experience first-hand the traditional
customs of their hometowns. Based on this, they raise their awareness of the traditional culture of their hometown
and greatly inspire their love for their hometown.
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i Z4EESE Rural Adolescent Girls Sex Health Educationy
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Report on the progress of Rural Adolescent Girls Sex Health Education
Teachers Training
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I. Training session on adolescent girls' sex health
On December 3-4, 2021, Zigen and Songtao Miao Autonomous
County Education Bureau jointly sponsored the second workshop
of Rural Adolescent Girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training in
Songtao County No. 6 Elementary School. More than 50 teachers
from 16 schools, including Daxing Middle School, participated in
this workshop. The workshop was held in a participatory manner, in
which local experts in girls' sexual health were invited to be the trainers.
All teachers who participated in the two training sessions completed seven topics, including Changes in
Adolescence, Emotions of Adolescence, Hello, My Menstrual Friend, School Bullying and Sexual Assault. After that,
these teachers provided adolescent sexual health counseling for girls in the form of special classes, thematic activities
and lectures according to the actual situation of each school.
Il. Counseling on adolescent girls' sex health
In Songtao County, Guizhou Province, 83 tutors from 27 schools, including Zhengda Township Middle School,
taught 680 lessons to students from 7th to 9th grade in their schools. Each tutor completed a minimum of 6 sessions
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Place Teacher Training times | Number of participating teachers | Class times | Number of beneficiaries
kR Songtao 2 100 680 37,667
Z/II& Suixian 2 98 867 43,458
&1t Total 4 198 1,547 81,125

and a maximum of 24 sessions, with a total of 37,667 students
participating in the classes.

In Suichuan County, Jiangxi Province, 84 tutors from 12 schools,
including Yutian Middle School, Zhutian Middle School and Jinshi
Middle School, taught 862 lessons to students in grades 7 to 9
at their schools. Each tutor completed a minimum of 6 sessions
and a maximum of 24 sessions, with a total of 43,458 students
participating in the classes.

lll. Donations of supporting materials

The program offers donations of health kits and supporting
materials in addition to teacher training and mentoring for girls.

From December 13 to 20, 5,030 students in 27 schools in
Songtao County, Guizhou Province, were each given a pair of shoes
with a health kit. The Songtao County Education Bureau notified
the schools to pick up the supplies from the Bureau. The schools
distributed them to girls in grades 7-9 on a class-by-class basis.

From December 13th to 24th, each of the 5,001 students in 12
schools in Suichuan County, Jiangxi Province, was given a pair of
shoes with a health kit, and the county education bureau organized
the schools to distribute the supplies to the girls.
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Educators need to nurture flowers with love

Juinh2g FHL4L /Yin Shanhong, Jiuhe Middle School
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"A teacher's hair that is white from hard work reflects the sun and
the moon, and a teacher's heart for her students nourishes the newborn
flowers." I would like to dedicate this verse to the founder of Zigen,
Teacher Yang Guiping.

| first met Ms. Yang Guiping in May 2016, when 13 of us teachers from
primary and secondary schools in Yulong County, Lijiang, together with
more than 50 teachers from Rongjiang, Guizhou and Qinglong, Hebei,
met at Beijing Normal University to attend a week-long Rural Adolescent W F AR AR Q5 AR &
Girls Sex Health Education Teachers Training Program organized by Distributing health packs to girls at school
Zigen. At the opening ceremony, Ms. Yang Guiping, who was in her
age,curly hair, an antique silver necklace, simple clothes,and spoke
like a clear spring. From her story, and later from the introduction of
Ms. Zhang Lili and other teachers, | learned that she received a Master's
degree in Education and a PhD in Education from Columbia University.
She has a privileged life in the U.S., but she has been a consistent
supporter of women's development and girls' education in China for
30 years. Adolescent sex health education has not been systematically
and formally incorporated into the classroom, so Zigen has organized
experts and professors on adolescent sex health education from across
the country to develop a health education curriculum. In addition, Level

One, Level Two, and even Level Three training programs were offered Y s
and the participating teachers were expected to take the 12 topics |
back to their schools and work with Zigen staff on the school’ s health | [ furure
education. | ¢

In September of the same year, | also participated in the Yunnan | s
exchange meeting of the Rural Adolescent Girls Sex Health Education iy
Program co-sponsored by the Yulong County Education Bureau and }‘,’,Ztum -

Zigen. In 2018, | once again participated in the Rural Adolescent Girls =g 5 5 % B Ao & A b iR 25 FHE 209 20T
Sex Health Education Teachers Training Program organized by the  7eachers who participated in the Seminar on Sexual
Yulong County Office of Education and Zigen. With this training in 2020, Health Education for Adolescent Girls in Yulong
| am really one of the teachers who benefited the most from Zigen's  County, Yunnan Province
training programs. This time, my role changed a bit, as | was not only
a teacher, but also a trainer. The topic | was in charge of was "Epidemic Prevention and Control and Psychological
Counseling." This topic was particularly special during this special time of the epidemic. It allows students to
understand the changes in their lives during the epidemic, to understand how to deal with the panic caused by the
epidemic, to know how to prevent the epidemic, how to control their psychology, how to study during the epidemic,
and so on. This topic is undoubtedly a timely help at the critical moment. We can also see from it that Zigen's work
keeps pace with the times, relates to the reality of teaching, and solves practical problems.

| have gained a lot from each teacher training session. Teachers from different schools in different regions come
together for the same purpose. We learn, we discuss, we share. ...... It was through this bonding at Zigen that we
realized that as teachers, we should not only focus on whether our students have mastered their knowledge, how
many points they have scored on their exams, and where they have placed, but also on the issues that cannot be
solved in the classroom, but are related to their physical and mental health. These issues include where | come from,
what are the changes during adolescence, how to control the emotional fluctuations during adolescence, whether |
have experienced school bullying and school violence, how to deal with sex harassment and sex assault, and what
damage early love and early pregnancy can bring.
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During the training, the teachers shared heartbreaking stories that happened around them. A lollipop lure caused
a 7-year-old girl to be sexually harassed; an 8-year-old girl was sexually assaulted by the lure of a flowery dress; a
13-year-old girl who was pregnant at an early age attended a pregnancy guidance class with a 26-year-old pregnant
mother; a 14-year-old girl was forced to drop out of school because she had to get married in exchange for a wife for
her elder brother; a 13-year-old girl in the sixth grade was dragged home by her mother to get married, just because
the fifty-eight-year-old man gave the girl's mother a bride price of 3,000 Yuan; a 13-year-old boy, beaten by several
classmates, was sent to the intensive care unit but still not out of danger after a month ......

These problems are happening all around us. But our cultural classes are unable to solve these problems for them.
When we look back at our youth, we were also scared because of our first menstruation, confused because we had
a crush on the opposite sex, worried about pregnancy because we held hands with the boy we wanted, depressed
because of sexual harassment, troubled because of emotional turmoil, and confused because we had nowhere to
turn to for help with abuse ......

Zigen's adolescent health education is like a sweet rainfall after a long drought, which can help to solve the
problems of our children and fill the gaps in our education.

After the training, when I returned to Jiuhe Middle School, | proposed to the school director to conduct health
education classes for all students in the form of a large class during lunchtime study and the first class in the
afternoon. The school also decided to make the second week of the new school term a health education week.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
radeMale
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8
Female
Emotions of Early Marriage, Early .
Hello, My Menstrual Adolescence Pregnancy and Their Emotions of Sexual Harassment and
Friend . Adolescence Sexual Assault
F | Changesin Early Marriage, Early Hazards Sexual Harassment and| School Bullying and School
emate Pregnancy and Their School Bullying and ;
Adolescence ) Sexual Assault Violence
Hazards School Violence
Place: Convention hall
Spa:r;ﬂnatgsrriuea Spermatorrhea Spermatorrhea Spermatorrhea Spermatorrhea
Male Adolesgcence Changes in Adolescence| Changesin Adolescence |Changesin Adolescence| Changesin Adolescence
Place: Wind and Rain Playground

At first, | was the only teacher who taught the health education class, but the number of teachers who participated
in the training gradually increased from one, to three, and to ten. We were able to teach the class in pairs, with one
teacher and one facilitator, which made it much easier than at first. We adjusted the topics according to the students'
situation and conducted targeted training on the topics. Whenever the health packets were received, the health
education teachers distributed them to each girl in a timely manner. This act of kindness has helped every girl in our
school to feel the love and care of Zigen.

At the end of Health Week, we received sincere feedback from our students:

" know how to choose sanitary napkins."

"I know how to protect myself, to say no to abuse!"

"You taught me what my mother didn't teach me. Thank you, teacher!"

"I learned how to avoid sexual harassment and sexual assault."

"You taught me the dangers of early love and pregnancy."”

"I know how hard it is for my mother to carry a baby, and I will repay her in my own way."

"I don't have to worry anymore, because I know that the spermatorrhea phenomenon arises when I grow up!"

"I know that it was wrong for my family to force me to marry someone, and I know how to deal with it."

"Through your course I got to know that it is not right to give in to bullying and to be weak, and that I should actively ask for help
from teachers and others! Say it out loud - no!"

As a teacher, | feel very happy to read these words. My connection with Zigen has given me a deeper understanding
of the true meaning of education, which is that educators must nurture flowers with love.
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Villagers' Learning Center in Dasendian Village, Qinglong County, Hebei
Province completed
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On October 14, a lively ceremony was held in Dasenden Village, %
Qinglong County, Hebei Province to celebrate the Double Ninth Festival and the completlon of the Dasenden Village
Villagers’ Learning Center. The Villagers' Learning Center was transformed from the former Dasendian Primary
School and the former village office with the support of Zigen. The Villagers' Learning Center has functional areas
such as activity room, village history gallery, folklore gallery, Manchu cloth art workshop and native craft workshop.
It can display the development history of Dasendian Village and some old artifacts with Manchu characteristics, and
also allow villagers to learn and understand Manchu special crafts and make local special products with Manchu
characteristics. Therefore, it becomes a popular place for villagers to study, engage in activities and have fun. The
completion of the learning center can enrich the cultural life of the villagers, enhance their cultural literacy and
improve the construction of rural culture. At the same time, the learning center will give play to the characteristics
of the accumulated local folklore such as rural memories of the elderly and historical stories, so that the elderly can
exert their residual energy in spreading local culture and promoting the revitalization of rural culture.
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Action Plan for Sustainable Development of Rural Adult Education to Support Rural
Revitalization (2021-2026) | Zigen and China Adult Education Association

held a meeting in Beijing
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This project is the first year of the Action Plan for Sustainable
Development of Rural Adult Education to Support Rural Revitalization
(2021-2025) jointly established by Zigen and the China Adult Education
Association. It aims to promote education for sustainable development
in rural adult education, and within this framework to develop curricula
and adult training programs, summarize experiences, and exchange and
promote them.

On April 8, 2021, Zigen and China Adult Education Association jointly
signed a strategic cooperation memorandum and a project cooperation
agreement for 2021.

By July, the first round of exchanges of training courses in Qinglong
County, Hebei had been completed, and exchange plans for courses
in Xinzhou District and Ninghai County had been set up. Sub-course
development and training plans were submitted for 4 counties. The list
of 4 pilot villages had been declared and basically established, namely A7 B X 41 2693 B AT 44035
Dasendian Village in Qinglong County, Zhangdian Village in Xinzhou  Visiting the Women's program in Zhangdian Village
District, Dazheng Village and Lushan Village in Qiantong Town, Ninghai County, and Daxi Village in Dalu Town,
Songtao County. Various tasks were already in the implementation phase.

From September to October, Zigen organized online coaching sessions about course design and case writing,
and provided course design templates and cases as references and focused on organizing the declaration of cases.
According to the announcement of China Adult Education Association, more than 50 articles had been collected by
November 15. Both parties are now preparing to summarize and preliminary review case materials, organize expert
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review, and organize video editing and anthology compilation work.

On November 29, 2021, Zigen and China Adult Education
Association held the "Exchange Meeting on the Results of Action Plan
for Sustainable Development of Rural Adult Education to Support
Rural Revitalization" at the Open University of China Press. It was the
meeting for summarizing the experience and promoting the results
of the first year of "Action Plan for Sustainable Development of Rural
Adult Education to Support Rural Revitalization (2021- 2026)" jointly
organized by Zigen and China Adult Education Association. Zhang
Zhaowen, director of the Lifelong Learning Week event, Xu Jian,
vice president of China Adult Education Association, Yao Jun, vice
president of Zigen, Zhang Lili, professor of Beijing Normal University,
and Han Jialing, professor of Jinan University attended the meeting.
Yang Guiping, chief expert of Zigen, Zhu Qizhen, professor of China
Agricultural University, and Li Guangdui, deputy secretary general
of Zigen, and other experts and relevant persons in charge shared
relevant experiences via video link. The exchange was simultaneously
open to viewers online for free, attracting individuals and
organizations from all over China who are concerned about rural adult
education to watch and interact, with a total of nearly 5,000 visitors
watching online.

The meeting focused on the links and dimensions of establishing
a lifelong learning village, sustainable development in agriculture
and rural areas, nurturing women leaders for sustainable rural
development, and educational initiatives for sustainable development
of rural revitalization under the framework of education for
sustainable development from the theoretical and research aspects. It
also shared empirical results from the practical level on the financial
industry's engagement in rural education empowerment, the flexible application of new media in the new situation,
the mobilization of new rural leaders to promote rural revitalization, and the multi-party linkage to cultivate new
farmers.

Through expert keynote speeches, case sharing and expert comments, the meeting summarized and showcased
the results of the 2021 Initiative for Rural Adult Education to Support Sustainable Development of Rural Revitalization
as well as practical experiences and cases from different regions. Moreover, it highlighted the importance of the first
"Revitalizing Village: Rural Sustainable Leadership Training Program" held in Tongren, Guizhou in April 2021. It also
points out the direction for the Rural Adult Education for Sustainable Development in Rural Revitalization in 2022.
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"Cultural and Creative Art" training in Qiantong Town,
Ninghai County
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Majiang County, Guizhou Province: The first workshop was held in Majiang

County for the Traditional Ecological Wisdom Transmission and Application
Project for Village Communities
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On November 26-27, 2021, the first workshop of the traditional
ecological wisdom inheritance and application project for the
village communities in Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous
Prefecture was held in Baixing Village, Longshan Town, Majiang
County, Guizhou Province. A total of 21 people attended the
workshop, including ethnic culture inheritors, representatives
of women's cadres, returning youth, cooperative leaders and
representatives of the Women's Federation of Majiang County
and project volunteers from Baixing Village and Lubao Village
of Jinzhu Street. They got to know each other, discussed and
learned about culture and traditional ecological wisdom, and
systematically introduced the project, laying a solid foundation
for the implementation of the upcoming project in Majiang
County.

The workshop lasted 2 days and was facilitated by project
staff Gu Wen and assisted by Long Jiwen, a social work volunteer
from Kaili. The workshop involved knowledge sharing, case
presentations, group discussions, field exercises, group and
individual sharing. Moreover, workshop sessions and contents
such as village walk, mutual introduction, cultural and ecological

wisdom discussion, village culture exchange, community
culture survey, project introduction and feedback were carried
out.

This workshop is part of the project on the transmission
and application of traditional ecological wisdom for the village
communities of Qiandongnan. The project is jointly implemented
by Guizhou Provincial Women's Federation and Zigen, with the
involvement and guidance of Qiandongnan Women's Federation,
Rongjiang County Women's Federation, and Majiang County
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Visiting the Women's program in Zhangdian Village
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Zhao Tongxiu, the leader of women in Lubao Village,

introduced the plans for learning Bacao dance

Women's Federation. The project received financial support from the Beijing office of Community Partners. Under
the framework of sustainable development, the project aims to tap and nurture community backbones and teams,
promote communities to reacquaint themselves with local wisdom, establish a view of local traditional ecological
wisdom and development, promote sustainable community living and cultural confidence, and contribute to

sustainable rural development and rural revitalization.
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Zigen and Qiantong Ancient Town of Zhejiang Province launched a series of
training for women on "cultural and creative arts to revitalize the villages
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In the second half of 2021, Zigen actively joined hands with the Adult Secondary Culture and Technology School
in Qiantong Town, Ninghai County, Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province, to carry out a series of training on "cultural and
creative arts to revitalize the villages". They carried out training courses on printing blue fabric printing, rubbing,
Chinese knots and Chinese flower arrangement for the needs of women in Dazheng and Lushan villages in Qiantong
Town.

After staff and local partners conducted field research, visits and communication in the early stage, the training
course relied on the resources and needs of the 4A-level tourist attractions of the Qiantong Ancient Town and the
independent development of the local tourism industry. It targeted the actual needs of women's cultural and artistic
learning and participation in local self-employment in Dazheng and Lushan villages affiliated with Qiantong Ancient
Town. Moreover, it responded to the program of revitalizing the villages with art launched in Ninghai County in 2019
by connecting Qin Lei, Jiang Xufang, Pan Cong and other cultural and creative artists as instructors. Based on this, a
series of training on "cultural and creative arts to revitalize

the villages" was conducted, consisting of ten thematic courses such as plant dyeing, blue fabric printing, rubbing,
Chinese knots, Chinese flower arrangement, aromatic candles, tea art, guqin, woven bags and pendants, and
handmade silver jewelry. The training was mainly in small groups by means of face-to-face teaching and practical
training. The trainees include 18 women left behind in Dazheng and Lushan villages and 3 guesthouse owners.
However, some of the courses such as Chinese flower arrangement and blue fabric printing were offered to 40
trainees.

This training program is intended to support the participation of local women to benefit from the development of
handicraft products such as embroidery and batik and self-employment. It also encourages village committees and
women's federations to organize local cultural activities and establish cultural organizations to enrich villagers' living
standards, improve their quality of life, and participate in local rural revitalization and sustainable development.
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Rongjiang County, Guizhou Province: Gaoba Miao Village organized events to
protect and pass on the ancient songs of the Dengmeng Mountain Miao clan
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On February 3, 2022, the third day of the Chinese New Year, with the support of Zigen, the village committee of
Gaoba Village, local leaders of rural revitalization, and village elders gathered photography volunteers to visit the
inheritors and song masters to record and organize the ancient songs. At the same time, a competition was held to
showcase the ancient songs of the local Dengmeng Mountain Miao clan. On the one hand, we want to collect the most
popular and loved

ancient songs of the Miao people in this branch. At the same time, we also hope that by holding this event, more
young people will value the traditional culture and traditional wisdom of the Miao people.

In addition to the funding supported by Zigen, the villagers of Gaoba Village also raised over 10,000 yuan from their
own sources and involved 69 people in volunteer work. On the day of the event, Miao song inheritors and enthusiasts
from Rongjiang, Congjiang and Liping counties participated, with more than 1,000 people of all ages and sexes.

Selected lyrics of ancient Miao songs:

"Build houses on the hillside, leaving the top of the hill to plant trees, trees are our Mother, shedding sap to feed people.

Build houses on the hillside, leaving the flat land to grow food, food is our Mother, feeding our people.

Only cut the branches of the trees for firewood, leaving the limbs and roots, catch only the big male fish, but not the female and small
fish.

Bring the mountain spring to water for the field, but leave behind a few portions for the fields of other families.

When your neighbor's chickens and ducks come to your house, don't harm them, but they just bring blessings to your house.

When no one is guarding the melons and fruits and vegetables in other families' fields don't pick it, because if you pick it for this one,

you can never grow them."
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Already love Amazon? How about using The
same great Amazon you love but with .05% of the profits being
automatically donated to us!
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Your tax deductable contribution will make a significant difference for
the rural children in China

$50 $100 $150 $200 $250
$500 $1000 $2000 $5000 OTHER
Name (English)

(Chinese)
Address:
Phone:
Email:

$100 would support a rural child and would fulfill the dream of realizing a Green Eco School.

50,000 rural children and 100 Green Eco Schools await your support !

to our return address. & % ¥ Z ik .

The Zigen Fund, 136-61 41st Avenue, #355, Flushing, NY 11355

Thank You for Your Support!

To make credit card or paypal a donation, please visit us at http://zigenfund.org/donate/, or mail your check



